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were Heathens, came to be Renowned 
CHRISTIANS; and ſuch as 
are now Sinners, may come to be 
numbered with SAINTS; by 
little PREACHING. 
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exceeded, in many Reſpects, the Profeſ- 
ſors of Chriſtianity in our preſent Age; 
and good Grounds they have ſo i Be. 
live: For that the ſaid Apoſtle, in his 
Fniſiles, old the Corinthians, That their 
Bodies were the Temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt : He told the Epheſians, That 
they were Fellow Citizens with the | 
Saints, and of the Houſhold of God: He 
told the Philipians, That their Conver- 
ſation was in Heaven: He told the Colofs | 
ſians, That they were delivered from 

the Power of Darkneſs, and tranſlated 18 
into the Kingdom of the dear Son of! 

God: He told the Hebrews, That they 
were come to the City of the living 
God, the heavenly FJeruſalem. And 

ny f . Peter, 
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peter, in his general Epiſtle !o the 
Churches, told them, That they were a 
choſen Generation, a royal Prieſthood, 
ta holy Nation, a peculiar People., 
| But is this our State? Can we ſay, 
ö Vom a ſenſible Feeling, that the holy Spirit 
e God dwells in us? That our Bodies 
are the Temples, in which we may be- 
bold his Preſence, feel his Power, fear, 
| worſhip and ſerve him ? Can we fas, that 
eur Converſations are in Heaven? That 
Le are tranſlated into the Kingdom of the 
(dear Son of God, and live under the Scep- 
ier of bis Government ? That we are 
come to the heavenly Jeruſalem, where 
the great God is worſhipped in Spirit and 
in ruth ? Or are we not Strangers to 
all theſe Things, and yet perſwade our- 
Wi /eives that we are the People of God, 
and good Chriſtians ? 
= The primitive Churches had the Honour 
| able Name of Saints; we can give 0ur- 
| | ſelves 0 better Name than miſerable 
Sinners: And what is the Reaſon ? Moſt 
= of the forementioned Churches, before their 
= Converſion, were but Heathens; they 
= were not born of Chriſtian Parents, nor 
Vain'd up in the Chriſtian Faith, "ik 
| He 
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think we are : And after Converſion they 
had but little Preaching, in compari/an 10 
what we have ; neither were they furniſh- 
ed with Books ſo plentifully as we are. 

We cannot conclude, that the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, that then appeared in Power, 
did (as the Sun in the Firmament ſome- 
times doth) fſhew ilſelf in a Morning, and 
be no mire ſeen all Day: For the: Kingdom 
of Chriſt is an everlaſting Kingdom, and 
ihe: new Covenant that was made with 
the Horſe of Jacob, an everlaſiing Cove- 
nant. Neither may we conclude, that 
God hath withdrawn himſelf from the 
Children of Men; for he never forſakes 
us, unleſs we firſt forſake him. 
The Apoſtle foreſaw; that there would 
be a falling away from the Grace in 
which many primitive Chriftians were 
e ſtabliſp d; which ſoon after his Deceaſe 
came to paſs. But our Preachers ſay, 
That the dark Night of Apoſtacy is 
over, and that we live in Goſpel Days 
again; but if ſo, where are the Fruits? 
Me may (1 confeſs | hear Goſpel Words 
but where is the Goſpel Power, by which 
Believers come to be the Sons of God, 
and to bear his Image in Righteouſneſs ? 
| A 
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i are not we, obo are called Chriſ- i 
ass, grown to the Stature of them that 
ere born Heatnens, and brought up in 
_ 2Þ:::4n5 and Ignorance? Why are nit | 
de l-onctifi-d, and made a holy People, 
„ wc as they? Uhy are not our Bodies 
U cleanſed, and made an Habitation for 
be elernal Spirit, as theirs were? Why 
are not our Converſations in Heaven, or 
4 leaſt more heavenly than they be? The 
I Reaſon lo me is this: We have not built 
If por the fame Foundation that they built 
uon; for this we are 10 underſtand, 
that the Heathens had not the Scriptures 
as we have, and jo could not frame a 
Form of Godlineſs therefrom, as many 
ſince have done, made up with good Words, 
calling that Godlineſs, and reſting in 
ax outward Performance thereof, wWwilh- 
Out any true Converſion, or Senſe of that 
inward Life and Power, that the primi- 
tive Chrittians came to feel, and found 
in themſelves throwgh Faith, and tbe 
5 of the eternal quickning Shir it 
Jeſus. | 
- The Heathens, as well as others, were 
of God's Creation, (all Nations being 


made of one Blood) and ſo bad in them . 
ſelves 


8 vii J 

bos, as every Man hath, a good Spiril, 
= as cell as a bid; Light, as well as 
Darkneſs ; ſumething that re proved bem 


IT for Sin, as well as ſomething that tempted 


them to Sin. And being, by the Apoſtle, 
turned from the Darkneſs that was in 
them, to the Light; from that which 
tempted them to Sin, to that which con- 
victed and reproved them for Sin; cleaved 
thereunto, confided therein, aud became 
Followers thereof : And by cleaving lo the 
Good, they were delivered from Evil; by 
following the Light, they came to be trant- 
lated out of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
and to have their Conver/alions in Heaven, 
whilſt they were upon Earth,  _ 
Theſe built on a ſure Rock, a living 
Foundation, en CHRIST, as be in all 
Ages was, and ſtiil is, in his ſpiritual 
Appearance, the Light of the Norld, and 
the Lite of Righteouſneſs ; and-laking bis 
elernal Spirit in themſelves, for their 
Guide, turned from whatſoever they were 
thereby convicted of, and reproved far; 
by which Eſau, or the firſt Nature, came 
to be ſupplanted, and he, whoſe Right it is 
to reign, came io have the Rule in them, 
and the Government over them. 
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And as the Darkneſs that eclipſed tel * | 
Brightneſs of the Sun of Righreouſnels Ml | 5. 
in them, came to be removed, "they came . 
to have a clear Diſcerning what was of 
God, and what was Selfiſh, and to be | 5 
denied; and turning from every Motion 1 
that was not of God, the Body of Sin 
became mortified, their Inſides becane | 
cleanſed, he Lump became leavened ; 
ſuch as were Carnal became Spiritual : | 
And this made them a peculiar People. 
And did we walk in their Footſteps, IJ 
we might riſe to their Attainment : [7 f 
But if we build on Words, and outward | = F 
Services, without Spirit and Life, ue 
can never riſe; for, as Paul ſaid, in 
anolber Caſe, If I ſpeak with the 
Tongue of Men and Angels, and hive 7; 
not Charity, I am become as ſound- 
ing Braſs: So ſay I in this Caſt, | 4 
wwe bear Men and Angels, if we could | 7 
tive continually under the Sound of good | 
Fords, if we have ns Regard. to that 
inward Light which diſcovers the Riſing 
of evil Motions, ana Power from God 
jo turn from toem, Wwe can never mot- 
tify Sin, cleanje our Souls, and become a 
| holy People. The 855 of Sanctification 
. is 
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Ls inward, and to be effefted by inward 
2 ; nothing but in ward Light can 
3 x pel inward Darkneſs ; nothing leſs than 
eternal Life, can deliver our Souls from 
9 be Power of Death. . 
j = Since Men came to be perſwaded. that 
E bougb they ſow Tares, they Hall reap 
'2 heat; though they go down inio ths 
| Sinners, they ſhall riſe Saints, and 
Jattain in another World, what the primt- 
tive Chriſtians attained zo in ibis World 
, Converſations have not been in Hea- 
ven, but in the Earth; they have walked 
in Darkneſs and not in the Light; the 
XX God of this World hath been ſerved, and 
not the God of Heaven. And what future 
= [Tappineſs this can produce, let the wile 
in Heart judge. 
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AUTL, in his Epiſtle to the Gala- 
tians, Chap. v. 16. had this Say- 
ing: Walk ia the Spirit, and ye 
Hall not fulfil ihe Luſts of the Fleſh. And 
in his Epiſtle to the Romans, Chap. vin. 

13. he had this Say ing: JU ye live after 
BE be Fleſh, ye ſhall die; 5 but if ye through 
be Spirit do mortify the Deeds of the 
5 Body, ve ſhall Ive. If ever Scriptures 
By were written for our Learning, thele 

Scriptures were; tor nuch may be 
learned therefrom. 

= The End of Preaching, in our preſent 

Age, and many Ages paſt, hath been, 
5 "That the Sons and Daughters of Men? 
might learn thereby to deny, turn from, 
and lorſake every evil Deed; and come 
= A 6 to 
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or how they may walk therein. 


to live a ſober, righteous, oodly Li: 
in this preſent World, chat they 0 I 
have Peace with God in their own Cos.“ 
ſciences here, and eternal Life here. 
after. g 9 
Now to effect this great Work, in 
which Thouſands of Labourers bave 
for many Years been employ'd, the 
Apoſtle gives this ſhort Exhortation- 
IValk in the Spirit. Affirming unto the 
Galatians, that if they walk'd in the 
Spirit, they ſhould not fulfil the Luſts 
of the Fleſh; they ſhould not yield to 
evil Motions, nor ſatiefy their carnal 
Deſires; which is the only Way 

mortify the Deeds of the Body, and 
cure all ſpiritual Infirmitics. But this 
Way of God's Salvation hath been ſo 
long rejected, that few in our preſent 
Age know what this Spirit is, where 
they may have Acquaintance therewith, 
And 
that our Underſtanding may be opened 
in this we'ghty Concern, let us conſider, 


4 


me 


7 What was Paul, and how he 
came to be a Goſpel Miniſter ? 


1 


9 2. What were the People to whom 
e wrote thoſe Epiſtles ? 


z. What the Apoſtle call'd Fe 
4 god Spirit, and wherein we walk after 


pem? 


4. What we are to underſtand by his 
ords, die and live? 


5. How we may, through the Spirit, 
1 Ul the Deeds of the Body? 


By reading the Scriptures we may 
| End, that Paul was an Iſraelite, of 1. 
1 Feed of Abrabam, and brought u 
ö Scholar, well inſtructed in the . 
nd as to his Religion, he was a Pha- 
| #:/ze. And what were the Phariſees ? 
| 4 ot a looſe, prophane People; but in 
| b purward Appearance, a very religious 
4 bye. zealous for their Temple and 
Ie Service thereof; with all other 
award Obſervations : Inſomuch that 
eſs ſaid of them, that they made clean 
e Oulſide of the Cup and Plaiter; which 
3 now do, 
But 
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But ben the Time drew nigh, it! 
which God would be no longer Wor. 
ſhipped in Temples made with Hands, YG 
but would dweil in, and be worſhip. © | 
ped by ſanctified Hearts and that tie 
Laws that were written by that gra 
Prophet Moſes, for the Houſe of Trail 5 
to obſerve and walk in, muſt no 15. 
be a Rule of Righteouſneſs; but JE 
muſt wajk by a Laus 2 
proceeding from the Spirit of God 1 
their inward Parts: When a grcater 
than Moſes was come, proclaiming a 
Kingdom at Hand, that conſiſted «fl 
a more excellent Righteouſaeſs than ll 
theirs; teſtifying to the Faces of thoſe 
outfide Worthippers, that, notwith-| 1 
ftanJing their great Zeal for the Tem- L 
ple, and the Service thereof, they were 
but Hypocrites and blind Guides : The 
Rulers of thoſe People were greatly 
offended, and having a bitter Spiri:, 
notwithitanding their outſide Righte- i 
ouſneſs, endeavoured, by Perſecution, YG 
to ſtop the Coming of that Kingdom; 
murdering. the Prince, and impriloning x 
tns Subjects, In which Perſecution none] 4 4 
| 1.5 
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f 1 
: as more active than Paul, waſting the 
i 3 hurches of Chriſt beyond meaſure. 
But in the Height of his Perſecution, 
pt Man, but God, put a Stop to his, 
e — ſhewing him, that it was 
{4 pt Men, but Chriſt in Men, that he 
6H Þrſecuted, which was really ſo; for 
ad not Chriſt, by his eternal Spirit, 
Iren in thoſe Men whom Paul perſe- 
vi ? Wired, opening the Eyes of their Un- 
T rſtandings to ſee the Emptineſs of all 
Shadows, and to turn from them, ee 
ould have had nothing to fay t 
em; but they inclining to the Wor- 
in, ip of God in Spirit, and lighting 
Temple Worlhip, Paul looked upon 
em as a People not worthy to live. 
„But it pleaſed God to reveal in Paul 
he ſame Chrift that he perſecuted in 
*WMhers; and that Revelation, or inward 
'/ ZE nowiedge of Chriſt, was the Founda- 
„% Won of all Paul's Knowledge in the 
Myſtery of Godlineſs : He had not his 
„ ture Teaching from Men, nor from 
| ooks, but from the Operation of the 
S ernal Spirit of Jeſus ia himſelf, For 
oy $<cping to the Leading of that Spirit, 
"YE grew in Grace; and as he grew 


ES ] 
in Grace, he grew in the Knor: 7 
of Chriſt, and ſo went not up to A 
ruſalem, to them who were A poſtla 
before him, for Inſtructions or Orders; © 
but in the Strength of the Lord, with 
2 Book of Experiences in his Hlean, 4 
inſtead of a Bible in his Hand, he went 
into Arabia to preach the Goſpel to the“ I 
Heathen : And what. Foundation did he iP 
lay? Not Circumciſion, which was the 
Foundation of the Feros Religion; nor 1 
Jobn's Baptiſm, which ſince became the 
Foundation of the Chri/tian Religion; 8 
for he told the Corinthians, that tl e 
did not ſend bim to baphlize, but u! W. 
preach; and thanked God, for that he 1 
baptized no more of them than Cri/pu 8 
and Gaius, and the Houſhold of dae. 1 
phanus. 9 
As Paul's Eyes were then open to 3 
ſee the Gift of God in himſelf ; ſo his 
Work was to open the Eyes of others, 
that they might ſee the Gift of God in i 
themſelves A 1 
Thoſe Heathens had, as every Nn 3s 
that cometh into the World hath, an 
inward Light, that ſhewed them, as it | 


ſheweth a8, what is right, and what 1s WM 
wrong 8 | 


1 


9 brong z what is juft, and what is unſuſt: 
Though in their Ignorance they might 
Have as little Regard thereunto as any 
rs * us now have. 
1 As the Kingdom of Heaven conſiſt- 
art Sth of Righteouſneſs, Paul's Work was 
cn d reduce thoſe People to a righleous 
the Le and heavenly Converſation ; and 
he Phat better Foundation could any Man 
ie y, in order to a righteous Life, than 
1071 Light in ourſelves, that ſhines conti- 
the 4 Sually, manifeſting every unrighteous 
n; Action? A Guide that, truly follow- 
11 d, will lead unto God, from whom, 
Dy unrighteous living, all Men depart. 
1 his Paul experienced, and his Expe- 
»; Wiences made him an able Miniſter, 
«| 1 Fapable of preaching without Book or 
Study, and confidently to affirm unto 
to he Galatians, that their Way to a 
viel ig brecus Life, was to walk in the Spirit, 
3, 4 FS keep to this Guide, © 
in And thus have I ſhewn, how Paul 
came to be a Goſpel Miniſter; And 
n ow I ſhall ſhew, what the People were 
1 to whom he wrote thoſe Epiſtles. 
t The Romans and Galatians, before 
1 heir Conver lion, were called Heathens, 
| far 
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1 Y 
for that they knew not the true Golf nd 
but worſhipped dumb Idols. A Prop Ki 
that lived, as too many now do, if Da } 
all manner of Ungodlineſs, roalking, i 3 

Paul told the Epbeſi ans, according io i: 
Prince of the Power of the Air; uf we 
being turned trom their Darknels, ll 5 ; 
came acquainted with this rue? 1 
which never conſented to any unrighl Ch 
teous Action. 

To this Light many of thoſe Heath i 
turned, taking it for their Guide, ani 
confiding therein as a ſure Foundation 
which was true Faith in him who wy b 
given for a Light to the Gentiles, and ond b 
in Nature with the Faith of raed t 

This People became convinced, ol 
many of us are not, that after. 0 

were furned unto the Lord, they hit Y 
a Race to run. As from God and Gody 3 
lineſs they had departed, ſo to God ar 
Godlineſs they were to return. The 
did not content themſelves, as too mani tc 
ot us do, with a Cbriſtian Name; 1 
following this Leader, they walked ng 9 
Newneſs of Life, ſober, righteous ani 
godly : Which Paul commended, tel 


ling the Galatians, that they run 1 ; 
aud 


Go we mould ren well alſo, if we run 
0G like Race; growing, from Pay to 
0, Di y. more 8 more * more 
x 
10 U wif 


un | rake their Guide for our Trader. 


th : Time (as Pau! called them) tle. 
"gh Ch þ/Jren, a People of ſmall Growth in 
gt Knowledge of the Myſtery of God- 
1 * lels, were by ſome robin Paul wiſh'd 
off) perſwaded, as many now are, 
WE: an vpright, ſober, goaly Life, and 
bl 7% Converſation, was not enough 3 
y Ic they muſt be allo in the Exerciſe of 
1 16 outward Worſhip: And the Jeres 
Pligion carrying the greateſt Shew ef 
| diness, they were perſwaded to imi- 
q te their Cuſtoms and Obſervations. ,- 
I But Paul having experienced the 
1 e of outward Services, to 
1 ese Men's Natures, and reduce them 
Pa righteous Life, told the Galatians, 
5 tba 177 they were circumciſed, Chriſt ſhould 
\ ofit them nothing. If they went from 
nl: in ward Guide, to reſt, as the zeal- 
4 us e did, on outward Perform- 
£ „he that was given for a Light 
and 


Natures, and make us new Creature 


out of Egypt, but not come to the 7 


and a Leader, would not be their 14 Ve: 
nor their Leader. And indeed, noi 
is more evident; for if Chriſt be ©, 
Way, if walking by the Spirit be ili 
Means by which we muſt mortify if | 150 
and come to a righteous Life; vo | 
ever goeth from this Way, whoſoll * . 
lighterh this Means, hath no more bl 
nefit by Chriſt, than a Traveller * 8 
torſaketh his Guide hath from his Gui 
in order to a righteous godly Life. Vh 

As Chriſt is a quickning Spirit, it nl 
be by following him in his will 5 
Manifeſtations, "That a righteous Life Wl 


recovered z nothing leſs can change ol 


and until we are new Creatures, of 
Converſations cannot be in Heaven, 

So the Epiſtles of Paul were writ 
to a People who were on their hw 
from Death to Life ; they were con I 


miſed N they were turned fron 1 
their Darkneſs, and had their Fac 
New. Jeruſalem, the City of God; iſ 2 
had begun in the Spirit, but were lag 


came to the true Worſhip in r 
chef I 


3 ; 

bad received Chriſt, but were not 
1 d anfl grounded in Chriſt: And to 
ct whac was begun, the Apoſtle 
them \on nothing but this, Valk in 
it. Keep to your inward Guide, 
Wight o of Righteouſneſs, for it is that 


m chat can racks the Sons and Daugh- 
1 of Men from their Fall, and bring | 


bez to a Life of Righteouſneſs. 

he bird Thing to be conſidered is, 
Wat the A poltle calls Fleſh and Spirit, 
0 Trherein v. e walk after them? 
is evident, that Heſb and Spirit are 
Leaders, otherwiſe we could not 


ua 


1 Parts muſt be Followers, bring- 
forth 1 in our Words and Deeds what 


ds ; for every Deed hath firſt a 


[ 5 och ariſe from that which Paul 
wed "Fleſh : Good T houghts proceed 
that which he called Spirit. So 
WP Fee and Spirit is a Root of Evil, 
o me 2 377ing of Good in ourſelves. 

p 

nol 


iti = 


Pas lead unto Vice: From the Spirit 
reed ſuch Doubts as we find in 
ourſelves 


after them; and if Leaders, our | 


We our Hearts, or conceived in our 


Pugh either good or evil. Evil 


From the Fleſb proceed all ſuch Mo- 


os 
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this Rule; they took the eterna] d 1 


1 in 3 \ \] BB 
3 of yielding thereunto nl id" 
the Rebukes that follow us wher we wal 
{uttered the Enemy to prevail over iff 
and thoſe Rebukes are in Love unto 
as our Rebukes are in Love tog 
Children, that they may ſtarid in We! 
and not offend. 5 18. 
As oft as we yield to evil N otions, 
give Place to the Devil, and who 
jelds to one evil Motion, ſhall 15 le 
another of the ſame Kind; and of 
oitner we yield, the more Ground RP 
Hath in us, and the more Power WE 
comes to have over us, And all 4 : 
Refuge that any Man hith to fh ue 
when evil Motions ariſe, is that in 
own Heart, that Paul calls Spirit, 
that will not conſent co any evil Der 
and whoſoever keeps cloſe to that, e 
cloſe to God; they abide with Uo 
Guide, and walk in the Spirit. * 
The converted Heathens walks] 


of Chriſt in themſelves for their G48 
they confided therein, and became | 
lowers thereof; and that brought Mi 

ro be a holy Nation, and a bo 
People. And we n be the Y 


=: {3 
i de turn to this eternal Spirit in our 
0 9 Harte, and order our Converſa- 
9 according to the Leadings and 
- Thr thereof; for keeping to this, 
0 Would ret fulfil the Deeds of the Fleſh. 
A The /ourth Thing to be conſidered 
WW hat the Apoſtle intended by thele 
We rds, Die and Live? 
ani he did not, by the Word 
e iatend a Ceſſation of their mortal 
es, tor ſuch a dying in the Lord's 
$$ Time is common to all 
"= Bn ; they that live after the Spirit, 
ell as they who walk after the Fleſh, 
1 go down into the Grave. 
1 But the dying that the Apoſtle intend- 
„was a Decay of our inward Life, a 
N : pg unto Righteouſneſs 3 which few i in 
def preſent Age take Notice of. Such 
» Ning as the firſt Man Adam died, 
when he fell from the Government of 
ah E eternal Spirit, which was Man's firſt 
Wc. Or ſuch a dying as the Houle of 
8 Ee! died, when they ſtuck to outward 
4 Þſervations, [lighting Fuſtice, Mercy, 
aan bumble walking with their God. 
8 Now ſuch as walk after the Fleſh, | 
4 ing in the Fe of any known Sin, 
depart 
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( 14 } I 
depart farther from God, and come u 
have leſs Life, leſs Light, Teſs Grace, |} q 
Fear of offending God, and injuringg 
their Neighbours; as we may lee by} a 


Ss 


Mens Convertutions. And this Decrea 
is a dying unto Righteouſneſs. * 2 
And as they that live after the Fu 

have leſs Life, leſs Light, leſs Grace, le. 

Fear; fo ſuch as walk after the Spiri, 

doing ſuch Things as are upright, ho“ a 
neſt, "and of good Report, from a Prin.) 
ciple in their own Hearts, find an I. 1 a 
creaſe; they come to have more Li 
more Light, more Grace, more Fear ot 
offending God or their Neighbour, * 
And this Increaſe is a living unto Righ-® i 
teouſneſs. As the one goes farther from, *Y 


ſo the other draws nearer 10 the King \ 

dom of Heaven. 1 
Had we not in ourſelves Spirit, s 

well as Fleſh; Light, as well as Dartvel 

a Conductor in the Way of Life and 2 

Salvation, as well as a Leader in the 


Paths of Deſtruction ; we might Jay 
the Loſs of Life, and all the Calamitics | 
that Sin brings, on Adam's Score, or on 4 
the Account of the wicked One, from 

whom all wicked Motions proceed. 2 


11 
Pau _ 


* 
9 E 
3 au. was an expert Doctor in Divini- 
; he knew what corrupted the Sons 
4 + Daughters of Men, and from whence 
tue Ungodlineſs that is in the World 
5 « © + ariſe ; and to cleanſe, to purge, to 
Wi, to make Heatbens become ſound 
| UP and Sinners become Saints, 
ſcribes no other Means but this, Walk 
be Spirit, For as we keep to this, we 
i all learn, as the converted Feathens 
4 . not only to deny Ungodlineſs, bur 
; 10 to live godly in this preſent World. 
But if we reſt, as the zealous Pha- 
of al zes did, in outward Performances, ac- 
Punting ourſelves righteous for that 


ur. 
5. de have, as we are perſwaded, a right 
4 4 Form of Godlineſs, and make no Uſe 


che aforeſaid Means; though we 


v0 . as great a Leal for our Forms of 
mM Fodlineſs, as ever Paul had for the 
a feu Religion, it will profit us no more 
4 an Circumciſ on would have Peres 


1 - Galatians, 

We have had much Preaching 400 
I q Teaching; the Joys of Heaven pro- 
Miſed to them that did well; the Tor: 
cs of Hel] threatned to them that 
4 il: But have thele Promiſes aud 
F D- Threatnings 
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ſober and vigilant, 


primitive Chriſtians were at their full 


Threatnings 4 us a holy Nation A 
and a peculiar People, exceeding al 
others for Fuſtice, Equity, Truth, "anlf Ri 
Faithfulneſs * Have all the Exhortationſ 0 
that we have had, enabled us to mart! 1 
the Body of Sin, which is the Cauſe (lM 
Ungodlineſs ? Are we thereby ri. 


flated, as the Healbens were, out of tie 


Region of Darkneſs into the Kingdon WM 
of the dear Son of God, ſo as to har 


our Converſations in Heaven, whit 


our Bodies are on Earth? Can we e 
Old Things are done away, all exaltel 
Thoughts, all covetous Inclinations, 4 
Wrath and Bitterneſs ; and theſe Nu 
Things come in their Places, Humility,2 
Meckneſs, Temperance, Self-denial, will Fe 
unfeigned Love to God and our Neig 
bour? Can we ſav, there was a Tun: i 
in which Sin had ſuch Dominion over 
us, that we could not refrain from ful F 
filling the Luſts of the Fleſh, but no ne 
we are ſo limited by the eternal Spi » 
that we mult be remperate, we muſt 4 
we muſt be , 
upright, and failhſul in Word and Dred 8: 
If this be our State, we are as h 


Artainmenv 


tainments, dead unto Sin, and alive 
% Rig bteouſneſs: Built upon the ſame 
ck as they were. But if we are not 
Ie to this, it would be our Wiſdom 
turn to the Lord, as they did, and 
iq on the ſame Foundation that the 
it upon, The true Light that enlight- 
h every Map that cometh into the 
FZr/!; that we may come to be. ac- 
ainted with the eternal Spirit, as they 
Pre, and have a Guide and a Leader 
Paths of Godlineſs, as they had; for 
is by and through the Aſſiſtance of 
We eternal Spirit of Jeſus in our own 
Hearts, that our Corruptions muſt be 
#7224 out, and our Inſide made clean: 
Tor 25 our waiting after the Fleſh mage 
© Wounds; ſo it muſt be our alt- 
WW after the Spirit that muſt heal all 
IF ounds. As our living after the Fleſh 
s tre Growth of our Unrighteouſ- 
s lo by walking after the Spirit 
nc 107!ify Sin, and recover a Life of 
Nighteouſneſs. 

Paul ſpoke from a good Underſtand+ 
edis, when he told the Romans, That 
= may be known of Ged is manifeſt 
1 in: There he had his Knowledge in 
x 8 the 


1 88 ] "x 
the Myſteries of Godlineſs; whatever b 
he preached, whatever he wrote, i 
Spring was in himſelf, He knew nz 
more of the Operation of inward a 

8 


<8 8 
5 BY = 4 
9 
T2 


ipiritual Grace than one of us, *l] 1 
came to have his Eyes inward, andi 
walk in the Spirit, and fo recommended] 
to the Churches what he had exper 
enced, 

Many can talk of Redemption, Juli 
fication, Sanctiſication, and Salvation by 
Chriſt : But he is a Chriſtian who 6 | 
Witneſs of ſuch Things wrooght " 
himſelf, Such may properly be cal 
learned Men: They know what it 
to riſe, what it is to die, and what it 
to live; what they are redeemed 2 
ſaved from, and by what Means. 

The fifth Thing to be conſidered, 1 
How the Sons and Daughters of Me 
may, through the Spirit, mortiſy i 
Deeds of the Body. J 

But firſt, we will conſider, i 
Bide of the Body are to be = 
which in general are theſe : As an "il 
Spirit in Man is the Root of al! "ii 
Deeds ;. ſo every Deed that proc ff 


from that Root is to be 1 9 
noch! 
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ching can mavifeſt ſuch Deeds, giving 
a true Sight thereof, but the "Spirit 
1 the Lord, or Light of Righteouſneis 
| 9 our own Hearts, as it comes to ſhine 
Brightness. 

"3 : | To know what Deeds are to be mor- 
* Fed in all our Attempts end Under- 
Þ kings, let us look to our Ends there- 
# ; if we have nothing in our Eye but 
7 1 Faſtice, Equity, Honeſty, and plain Deal- 
1 bi gs, we may go on with Safety; but if 
i {2 2 be the moving Cauſe, it we have 
t Wot an Eye to our Neighbours Intereſt 
ale well as our own, pretend what we 
1 9 7 Pill, fuch Deeds proceed from an evil 
it Noot, and are to be denied; and in de- 
if Hing them, they come to be mortified : 

7 nd what can manifeſt our Ends 1n 
„ 6% e Action? Not Books, nor Preach- 
Me s; but the Spirit of the Lord, which 


| 7 an inward Light, 

XX But we do not find that Paul directly 
ny 4 Forged the Galatians with any manner 
15 looſe Living, but with their ob/er- 


z Line Days and T; mes: And what Harm 
2 Could there be in that ? 

| Though the Galatians might ſee none, 
Paul ſaw much, otherwiſe he would not 
Do 4 have 


- ( 20 ] = 
have aſked. them, Abo had bewinl 
them ? They had begun in the Siri" 
they had walked for a Seaſon aftcr wi 
inward Guide, which is the only Lead 
to ſuch a Life of Righteouſneſs, as i 
Lord in all Ages required of the Sow 
and Daughters of Men; which was 10 
a Form of Godlineſs without Life, by 
Truth in. their inward Parts: For 
we have Truth in our Hearts, Eg. 
will be performed by our Hands, 

And to this, Paul knew they cou 
never come by imitating an outwa 
Worſhip, much leſs by obſerving DH 
and Times, (which in our preſent A 
is become the Nurſery of Vice) ande 
counted it Deeds of the Fleſh ; reaſon 
ing thus with them, Are ye ſo fool 
having begun in the Spirit; are ye n 
perfect by the Fleſh? Which is all or 
as to ſay, Are ye ſo void of Underſtau, 
ing, having begun lo walk in Newne/s 0 
| Life, do you think to come to ſuch Perſus 3 
tion as lo have your Converſation in Het $ 
ven whilſt living on the Earth, by gol 
back to the Performance of cutwa'" 
Services? This Perſwaſion, ſaid he, " 
not of him that called y'u. And 2 
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7 E 
as not of God, it muſt be from the old 
„ cceiver; and many have been fince 


frer eceived thereby; perſwading them- 
Lead | ves, that Godlineſs conſiſteth in that 


ich is called, but is not true Devolion, 
Ind not in a well- ordered Converſation, 


15 , nd fo live in Pride, Covetouſneſs, Envy, 
„ ky nd many other Things, which .are 
9 


4 þ eally Deeds of the Feb; and never 

, F Come fo far as to mind a Tranſlation 
Tour of the Kingdom of Darknels, to 

7 Ne under the Government of the eter- 

i al Spirit. 

Man's Fall was not from any dutwi 


a. Religion or Form of Godlineſs, but 
nd 8 from a Life of Righteouſneſs : A State 
1100 in which Huſband, Wife, Parents, Chil- 


. Maſters, Servants, and all other 
Keclations, would have known their 
Place and Duty, and been found therein, 
Fo a State in which the Creatures, 
that God hath given for Man's Uſe, 
, Would have been uſed, and none of 

IF them, thro? Exceſs, waſted or abuſed, 
From a State in which Truth would 
have been found in our Words, and 
1 Equity | In all our Deeds. From a State 
n which the Will of God would have 
Þ B 4 W 
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3 9 
been done on Earth as it is dow :Y 
Heaven, and the great God by us gl F 
rified, and not di hondured. | 
From. this State, through the E. 
trance and Growth of Sin, the Sons an 
Daughters of Men are departed : Ti? 
this State primitive Chriſtians, througt 
the Mortification of Sin, returned, |» 
This was the Life that the firſt Adu 
loft; this is the Life that the ſecone 
Adam came to recover. As many a 
have the Spirit of Chriſt, and becom 
Followers thereof, riſe from their Fal, 
return unto God, "love under his Govert-"* 
ment, and become Wilneſſes of this Lik 4 
| reftored. 4 
When I have looked upon that cafe 
the Book of Divine Service, I have 0 
as good Words therein as could be 
collected out of the Scriptures : Noll f 
one to be admitted into the Church 
without Security, promiſing in their 
Behalf as much as I have mentioned. 
The Promiſes therein contained, were MR 
they but truly performed, would make 
us a boly Nation, no Way behind the Wi 
chiefeſt of Saints; for thoſe that rok 
higheſt, zoſe no higher than to walk in 
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. Mod's Commands all the Days of. their 
1s g. Wives. . 
But it is rare to find one Man that 
EIN ferforms that Covenant, and the Rea- 
san In is this, We ſay the Scriptures are our 
- Ti Mule, but we keep not thereunto ; Paul's 
roug! dvice is not followed, we do not walk 
= be Spirit: Which if we did, the 
Fight of Righteouſneſs in our own 
Hcarts, would ſhew us the Riſings of 
il Motions, and what they lead to; 
Ind that is the Time to for/ake the Devil 
id all his Works, with all worldly Va- 
Piies and ſinful Luſts: For if we deny 


Atm: 
*CONC 
y 
come? 
Fall 
erb. 
Li vil Motions, we ſhall never be found 
in evil Actions; and until we depart 
ie rom Evil, we cannot do the Things 
und bat are good. Sin muſt be mortified, 
be Pefore we can lead a righteous Life. 
Not The Works of the Devil muſt he de- 
rc pied, before the Commands of our G04 
heit Tan be walked in one Day, much leis 
ill the Days of our Lives. 

And this Paul experienced, which 
ke made him with great Confidence to ſay, 
Vai in the Spirit, and ye ſhall uot fulfil 
be Luſts of the Fleſh: For if we deny 
nd turn from every Motion that the 
| Light 


Lebt of Righteouſneſs in our on® < 

Hearts fhews us to be evil, we ſhall nd 

fulfil them, but ſhall mortify the Ron, 

from whence they ariſe; for that by 

is not fed, in Time comes to die. 4 

By this the converted Heathens camt 3 

to be a holy Nation: This is the Wiyz I! 

to be Citizens of the New Fernſalzn; 

By this Means the Colaſſians were, ani 

we may be tranſlated into the Kingdan 4 
of the dear Son of God, to Jive und 

his Government. That is the Kingdonf T, 

that John the Bapliſt proclaimed s 

be then at hand. This is the Kin- 
5 dom that the Diſciples of Chriſt der 
_ to pray for the Coming of. This is tg, 
Kingdom that conſiſteth of Righteou- 

neſs, and ſtandeth in Power. "his i . 
the Kingdom that all Believers are | 
to ſeek ; for under the Governme 
of the eternal Spirit of Jeſus in ou, FT 
Hearts, the Sons and Daughters % 
Men are limited from doing any uh! 


: 


righteous Thing. 3; 
Many of the preſent Profeffors 9 x 
Chriſtianity are perſwaded, that tho t. 
they are unrighteous in their Liv £ 


yet being in the Exerciſe of CN | 
call 4 | 


[ 25 ] 
ud n it ſhall go well with 
dem : But the living Lord doth not 
00 Ne Notice what Religion we are /, 
ia Put what Leader we follow ; for let our 

Religion be what it will, if we live after 
She Hh, we ſhall die. And though. 
Idle appears that is called Religion, "if 


wt 
nord 4 


278 | 
k We walk after the Spirit, if our Conver- 
of ion be in Heaven, if Truth be in our 


boutbs, and Equity performed by our 
and, we ſhall live. But who are 
E:pable of walking after the Spirit, and 
Ihrough the Spirit, of mortifying the 
Deeds of the Body? 


kt F We may find many, even amongſt 
2 s, who bear the Name of Chriſtians, 


hat, through a Perſeverance in II- 
kk Poing are become dead in Sin, baving 
: 4 o Senſe or Feeling of any Thing in 

Ebemlclves that is of God: And ſuch 

ps have xo Acquaintance with the Spirit, 
cannot walk after the Spirit. 
4 | Others there are who are not dead, 
Fur dying, they have both Senſe and 
: WF ecliog They have that in themſelves 

3 at would lead them to better Things 
Wt. they practiſe, . but have little or no 
egard thereunto; they take it not for 
1 B 6 : their 


26 
their Guide; and whilſt they ſlight ! 
in themſelves which manifeſts the De 
of the Body, they can in no wiſe muri 
them. 

But ſome may be found who ar 
weary of their Sins, and burthened wit 
their Iniquities, having in themſelves 
Hunger and Thirſt after Righteouine; 
and all ſuch are living People, and caps. 
ble, through the Siri, of moriiſyin 
the Deeds of the Body. 

Satisfied I am, that in our ore 
Age, many have been awakened fron? 
the Sleep of Sin, and have had in them, 
ſelves a true Hunger and Thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs ; but being awakened 10 
an outward Miniſtry, from at they 
expected to have their Hunger zl 
Thirſt /arrsfied. 

Many may be awakened with, but! 
they are not quickned by an outward: 
Miniſtry ; I #s (as Jeſus ſaid) the Spin 
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* 
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bat quichneth; and what can raiſe Lit 4 x 


but that which giveth Life? What can 
ſatisfy a Soul that thirſteth aſten Rib 
teouineſs, but that which is in ver) 


Truth the Spring of Righteouſneſs! 1 1 | 


15 in ourſelves the Well is to be found, 


Ms 
hy e bat whoſoever drinketh thereof, ſhall 
6 Jever thirſt ; there is the Spring that 
tin Poweth up unto everlaſting Life. 
7 As the Kingdom of Heaven ſtands 
in Hor in Words, but in Power; ſo it is 
ith © ot Words, but the Power of God that 
„ Wan mortify the Deeds of the Body, 
ls L thange our Natures, and make us new | 
b. reatures. 
in 4 | Would Words fill us with Righteouſ- 

1 C6 Tuſtice, Truth, Equity and Faith- 
11 Fulnels, we ſhould have been a holy Na- 
Won long ſince; for there hath been no 
m Want of Words, but there is ſtill Want 
et Equity and Faithfulneſs in Mens Deeds. 
„Could good Words reduce Hearers 
r 1 do a righteous Life, inſtead of ſaying 
Pc in the Spirit, Paul would have ſaid 
to the Galatians, Hearken io your Mi- 
We He would have had no Need to 
1 have recommended unto them an in- 
ard Guide. Paul's Experience evi- 
denced unto him, that it was not by 
n Fearing of Words, but through his 
WO Obedience to the Law of the Spirit, 
that he came to mortify the Deeds of 
the Body, and lead a "nds Life; 
4 pod what he found to be effectual in 
6 | himſelf, 


Star 


Words, though never ſo numero 
may be forgot, they do not abide: hy 


the eternal Spirit abides, that is th 


himſelf, that he recommended to th 


Teacher that can never be removed ind 
a Corner. The Uſe of Words in th 


Work of Salvation, is to awaken ſuch 


who are aſleep in Sin, and to turn then, 

as Paul turned the Heathens, to n 
inward Guide; and for Admonition 

whilſt they are on their Journey, to ki 
with their Guide. : 
HFad ſuch who hunger'd and thirſtd 
after Righteouſneſs, preſſed after wht 


they hunger d for; had they acquain: 
ed themſelves with the eternal Spirit tat 


keep their Promiſes, to be Jult in a1 
io Dealings, to do the Thing mm 


* 


begot thoſe Deſires, and followed th, 3 
Leading thereof, it would have rot! 
our Pride and all Selfiſhneſs ; it woul! 
have reduced them to an humble, _ 

meek, patient, peaceable Frame, 


was right at all Times; and this would q 
have removed their Burden, and giv 


them Reſt and Peace, 


7 [ 29 ] 

C 16 we would be as the primitive 
n were, we mult begin where 
they did; we muſt turn to the Light 
0 Righteouſneſs in our own Hearts, 
ind walk in that Light until we become 
Ebildren of the Light: We muſt walk 
þ the Juſt Man's Path by the Guidings 
Pereof, till Righteouſneſs becomes our 
Center. This made the primitive CH i 
Pans a religious People indeed; by this 
hey profited ; otherwiſe the blind, 
4 i gnorant Heathens, could not have come 
Jo be Fellow Citizens with Saints, and 
("Wt the Houſhold of God. 

Paul was no ſettled Miniſter at an 
pne Place, they heard him but ſeldom 3 
put they heard the Voice of the eternal 
E 8 pirit, as oft as they firay'd from Juſtice, 
Equity and Faithfulneſs: And to this 
Voice Chriſtians ought to incline their 
Far; for under che new Covenant, 
God doth ſpeak unto his People by his 
Jon, through the eternal Spirit in our 
—1carts. 

FF Lhe firſt Step to a Lite of Righteouſ- 
"FvÞels, is to acquaint ourſelves with that 
Ja our own Hearts that reproves us for 
; arightcouſneſs for until we come 


vo 


Way, 


to this, we are Strangers to the Fou. 


dation of a right Converſation : For al 
Building, all Journeying, all Riſing, i 
Approaching near to the Kingdom d 
God, depends on our denying, 
from, and utter! forſaking what tht 


Light of Righteouſneſs in our om 
Hearts doth convi# us of, and repro i 
us for; for by ſuch Denials the Dec 
of the Body come to be mortified. A? 
and ar! 
faithful therein, our Light ſhines mores 


we make this our Concern, 


and more; and the more Light vw 
have, the greater Diſcovery it maks 


of whar 1s evil, 


we grow in Grace, 
Knowledge of Chriſt, and draw neare! 


and nearer to his Kingdom and right. 
ous Government; and all Power is fl! 


This was the Advice of Chriſt, Sri? t 


in a righteous Life. 


to enter in at the, ſtrait Gate; teſtilying, 


that the Way to eternal Life was 2. 


row: And what is this frait Gate, and 
; | narriu 


turning 


what is to be denied, 
turned from, and forſaken ; and guid. 
ing our Steps by this, we build on tit 


true Foundation, we walk in a living 
and the 


E 


* 

roco May? Not Self- Intereſt, nor 
r Self. Righteoulneſs. 

Self Intereſt is the Root of all covetous 
© ces, fraudulent Dealings, and un- 
jo! Actions.  Self-Righteouſneſs is the 
Woo; of all Formality and Contention 
pout Religion, of which there hath 
een, and Kill is, too much in the 


<Y 2 World, perſecuting one ano- 
—— Per, as the anconverted Heathens did 
ans e primitive Converts. 

Neither of theſe Paths leads to that 

eon that conſiſts of Righteouſne/s 
af 7 Wd Peace. Had the converted Heathens 
i Walk'd in theſe Paths, they would not 
i” Rave been a holy Nation, their Conver- 
it tions would have been in the Earth, 
og. : 0 not in Heaven. But the trait Gate, 


Wd narrow Yay, that leads to a righ- 
eous Life, is Self-denial ; a denying of 
= Thing, the ſmalleſt Concern as 
Well as Things that ſeem weighty, pro- 
Eeding from an evil Root; which no- 
ne can manifeſt but an inward Light, 
| Wining in its Brightneſs, But with Sor- 
1 : Wow we may ay, it is rare to find one 
mongſt many, who lives in the Prac- 


We of what they themſelves acknow- 
1 ledge 


| 
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will confeſs, that to ſpꝛak the Truthy 


but unleſs we walk in the narrow H 


| the Spirit, to follow the Leadings 9 
an inward Guide, to deny and turn E 


to be filled with Virtus; by dying ui 


edge to be right. Who is there . 


all Occaſions is a right Thing? Why! 4 
there but will allow, that to keep «v7 % 
Promiſe, tho? it be to our Hurt, 9 
boneſt Thing? Who is there but u 
grant, that to do unto all Men 2 
would be done by, is a juft Thing? !. 

live not in the Practice thereof; and 
we do not live in the Practice of vi 
we know to be right, what doth om 
Knowledge profit us? We may, as 
in the Wilderneſs did, keep movi 


we can never come to a righteous Lie 
And ſo if we do not wilfully ſhut o: 8 

Eyes, we may plainly ſee, that 6 

Way to a righteous Life, is to wall! 


what the Light of Righteouſneſs in- 
own Hearts manifeſts unto us to be i 
righteous, unjuſt, or diſhoneſt. And 1 
turning from Evil, we come to embia- 
the Good; by forſaking Vice we com 


Sin, we come to be made alive unit 
Righteouſneſs; Truth, Equity "i 
Honei' 


1 1 Poneſty comes to be uppermoſt, and we 
1 « Pme to center there. And to fuch, as 


nat 8 

i ; Nau. ſaid, there is no Condemnation, they 
wa ue the Anſwer of a good Conſcience, 
5% eare with God, and Peace in themſelves, 


1 2 whilſt they are here, and Peace 
phen they go Vence. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


95 1 


Grounded on the A 3 


Foregoing Diſcourſe. 
AN was made (as many will «| 

knowledge) 7 glorify God, au, 

zo ao his Will on Earth : And that Mu 
might be capable of ſerving his Creato) 
according to his Will, God gave bimi 
Meaſure of his good Spirit, for an I. 
ſtructor; fo that there was in Man, 3 
he was firſt created, much of G0 
much Humility and Meekneſs, mud 
Truth and Faithfulneſs; much het 
venly Wiſdom and Underſtanding. 
This eternal Spirit was to be Mu 
Head and Leader, Man's Guide and I 
ſtructor, in the Paths of Righteouſnes al 
On this Spirit Man was to fix his He 
to this Spirit Man was to incline 18 
Ear; by this Spirit Man was to be 
govern'd : And ſo following this Guidt, 
this Leader, and this Inſtructor, Mi 


would 


— Puld have been capable of governing 
pnſelf, and the Creation over which 
vas made Lord, according to the 
i of God. | 

Did Mankind live under the Govern- 
ent of this eternal Spirit, we ſhould all 
ar the Image of God, we ſhould be 
l Godly, humble, lowly, meek, mer- 
tul, patient, peaceable, upright and 
Pichfal; right in all our Ways, and 
uſt in all our Works. 
l But Man not keeping with this Gu ide, 
0, Wiſobeys the Command of his Maker, 
1: nd by yielding himſelf Servant to ano- 
I, her Maſter, another Spirit enters, as 
„ contrary in Nature as Darkneſs is to 
Liebt: And as many as follow this 
ch Leader, ſerve not the God of Heaven, 
1 put the God of this World; for every 
Man is a Servant to whom he obeys. _ 
Now we being all the Off-ſpring of 
„Adam in bis fallen State, bear his Like- 
ness; we have all in ourſelves, Good 
and Evil, a Seed of Grace, and a Seed 
of Sin; called in Scripture, Light and 
_= Darkneſs, Fleſh and Spirit, the old Man 
and new Man ; according to the Growth 
of thele Sceds in us, and the Dominion 
| that; 
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that they come to have over us; for ® : 
there is a Difference between a Seed and ui 
an Herb, a Plant and a Tree, a Ch 
and a Man, ſo there is a Difference it! ng me 
Grace, and alſo in Sin; according to 
Growth in us, fo is the Strength theredſ the 
felt by us, and the Names given i che 
Scripture are anſwerable thereto. | 

For though we all have a Seed of H 
in us, we are not over-maſter'd there“ Fe 
with, nor captivated thereby, as ſol 
as we are born; it muſt have a Times 
ſpring and grow in us, before it con: 
to have Dominion over vs. And Im 
ſay the ſame of the Seed of Grace, tv 8 
it is alſo of a growing kind; otherwt 8 
the Kingdom of Heaven, or Gover- 
ment ot Chriſt in the Hearts of 1 
People, would not have been compare 
to the Seed of Muſtard, which thong 
it be but ſmall when it is ſown, yet. 
through the ſpringing and Grow 
thereot, comes to be of a high Stature. A 
We may find many in the 9 * 
who are notoriouſly wicked, and much 
more wicked would they appear, 19 x 
they not limited by an outward . 


Theſe were not fo born, it is the Gi ovil 
of - 


r a", and the Dantinion that it comes 
an Wave over Men, that makes them no- 
ni ouſly wicked ; for the Seedof Sin, as 
eit omes to full Grown: in any of the 
ind 80 s and Daughters of Men, converts 
0 m into its own Nature, by which 
Fl he y come to be habitually active 1n 
Pickedncſs. 
1 bis was the Devil's Aim in Adam 8 
12 , but his Deſign being not then fully 
> Wecicd, he hath in all Ages of the 
| I World, and at this Day, doth follow 
e Sons and Daughters of Men, putting 
their Minds evil Motions, attended 
Ich various Temptations, diſplaying 
PÞ Colours, and putting a more beau- 
Wu Gloſs on Things forbidden, than 
is} Allen Man can ſee in Paths of Righte- 
'* C: Wſneſs, And all his evil Motions, Temp- 
tions, Baits, Snares, Lures, and falſe 
1 4 os are to effect his firſt Deſign, 
2 bat we being taken therewith, and Ted 
ay thereby, might forget God, and 
Poſe him to take "bis holy Spirit from 
Ws ; for till then, the God of his 
WV or1d can call no Man his own; we 
Way be his Captives, but he hath not 
De whole Dominion over us. 
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In our preſent Age, Light evitlin, 
Law within, Spirit within, Chriſt wiki 
is the Scoffing of ſome, and little 
garded by many: But whether tir 
know it or not, I mult tell them, th We 
ſcoff and flight the chieſeſt Treaſure 10 
ever the Soul of any Man was pol 
of, they flight the Talent that 6 
hath given to every Man to impro 
in order to our rifing from our Fall, u 
r-turning to our native Country, to 
under the Government of the ei 
Spirit; whoſoever is without Spirit au 
Light within, is without God in W 
World. Take away this Treaſure, , 
we ſhall have nothing in us that is 9 
we ſhall be left quite graceleſs. W 

We read of Jacob and Eſau, who went 1 
lively Figures of theſe 2 Seeds in Mal A 
how they ſtruggled whilſt they were n 
the Womb of Rebekah. al 
And as there was a Struggling if 4 
tween the Szed of wo Nations in the de 
Womb of Rebekab ; ſo there is a Strug th: 
gling between the Seed of wo King # 
doms in every Man, which ſhall riſe % 
rule in us, and to have the whole Do- 
minion over us. 


þ = S we are born into the World we 
| 4 all innocent; though we have a Seed 
WV in us, we are not actual Sinners 


1 Wil we Hild to ſome ſinful Motion 
116 : 33 therefrom; which the Devil 


WS, though many are of another 
& ſwaſion : : And that the Seed which 
| F hath ſown may ſpring and grow, 
3 hs: an evil Spirit may come to have 
Rule in us, he begins to ſtruggle 


"2 imes, before we well know the 
ag: Hand from the left: And where 
i Ie lis not kept down by cartful Pa- 


s, or Guardians, it quickly gets 
ad; and ſuch may ſay, as many do, 
0 {ere is no good Thing in us. For. 
Hough the ſpeedy Growth of that 
Tt Wy is Evil, they never have any 
A QUaINtance with that which is Coed 

cpt ward Rebukes, which few wil 

laowledge to be of God. 

b © or as Weeds left to grow in a Gar- 
4% En, overſhadow and keep down Herbs 
ty cannot grow; ſo doth Vice 
Y A, J Hes Virtue, and makes God's Crea- 
pn luch Strangers to their Creator, 
5 though in "him they live, move, 
; * and 


1 1 
and have their Being, yet without Sent c 
or Feeling of his Preſence, 6 
And as all evil Motions that lead und 9 
Sin, all Baits, Snares and Lures that w | 
meet with in the Courſe of our Liv 
are the Strugglings and Strivings of 1 
evil Seed; ſo all Calls that we find na 
ourſelves for Juſtice, Equity, Honeſt Se. 
Truth and Faithfulneſs, with all ia the 
Checks, Rebukes and 'Convidtions, a 
the Strugglings and Strivings of 1 
Seed: For if theſe Things arc hearkend 
unto, obey*d, follow'd after, and lin 
in, it keeps down the Growth of Jiu, 
ſo that though we have a Root of Sin, 
us, it remains powerleſs, it doth not 1 
and come to reign over us. 1 ©. 
ln which ſuppreſſ ing of Vice, 1 in ode 
to the Growth of Virtue, Parents a 
Guardians ought to be much concert! 
ed: For as the wicked One takes ti 
Advantage of our Childhood, to mall 
us commit Evil, before we have al 
Acquaintance with that which is Coil 
Parents and Guardians, like faithful 
Weeders, ſhould eye, ſuppreſs, wo 
down, and uſe all Endeavours to oY 


out every Vice as ſoon as it appears, i wi 
111 


N i 
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1 
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1 r 
7 Lace grows, and a right Spirit comes 
1 reign in them, and have the Rule 
5 .* them. 
But this is our preſent State: As 
| a Wau by his ſtrugg gling came to be the 
. born in Days palt ; ſo Iniguily. 
* rough the early Riſing of the ſubtle 
& pent, is the Firſt. torn ſtill. And 
þ Pugh moſt Parents, in the Chriſtian 
Forld, are careſul to provide Weeders 
Wrimes, almoſt as ſoon as a Child is 


15 


18 
riff 
1 1 


4 Ira, but no Weeds do they root up; 
05 many Parents none at all; by which 
7 "Meat Neglect, maſt Children come to 
1 @ wild, ſtubborn, ſelf.willed, diſobe- 
its 


Went to Parents, and very ungodly in 
I Weir Lives. But the Ground of all 
d nen is the Growth of that Sced- 
1 ich the wicked One ſow'd. And 
fl - dw may Vice be brought down when 
e is come to a Head? Not by Parents, 
1 by Guardians, not by Sureties, and 
au pay ſay, not by Preachers: But as it 
1 bs 7acob that ſupplanted Eau, ſo it 
1 5 bit be Grace that muſt ſupplant Sin. 
er 1 e ſee, notwithſtanding all Preaching, 
roof Wore Pride and Haughrinefs, than Hu- 
0 75 and Meekneſs ; more fraudulent 

4 C 2 Dealiog 


Dealing and contentious Practices, thn 
Self-denial z more ſecking the Wort 
and the Vanities thereof, than the Kin 
dom of Heaven and the ee 
thereof. And thus it will be wäilſt lie 
Firſt-born be uppermoſt. | 3 

And if we would have the Firit- wel 7 
ſupplanted, if we would have that which 
ſtrives to deprive us of Life, Light a 
Grace, and all Goodneſs, made _ 
1%; if we would have that ſupp: 
which continually labours to make we! 
5 to Sin, and Bond- fla ves to = 
tan; if we would ſee the Death of 0 
1 makes us uncapable of glory 
God in our Lives; if we would be, 
the primitive Chriſtians were, m_— 
trom the Power of Darkneſs, and tra 
lated into the Kingdom of the dear 
of Cd; to live under the Goverue 
of his eternal Spirit, which was Ma 4 
firſt State: Let us conſider, how 11 
which hinders came to riſe, and by ng; 
Means it may be brought down. 

[ have ſaid, and ſay it again, tha 
is not the Tndwelling, but the Grow! 
an evil Seed, that makes the Sons # 


Daughters of Men propd, buch 


R N 22 


n 


1 


10 J fan minded, envious, cruel, merciiels, 
. = Feen and ungodly 3 darkening our 
0 A P oderſt: ndings, and making us Stran- 
=" ers to the Gi/i of God in ourſelve,; apd 
4 4 e Grew:h of this evil Seed ſtands in 
A dur often! Died to ſuch evil Motions 
Fs proce+3 thercfrom, and at the ſubtle 
2 Nerpent Knows; Gon we may know it 
Ib fro in the manifold Temp: ations 
Ae have hereunto, „elfen where he 
4 br.ds ng to be effectual. 
S Whocrver yielded to any evil Motion, 
„ ommicting Sin, and taking Pleaſure 
19 that hath not been tempted 
| in to the ſame Thing? Or who is 
there that doth not know, that the 
[2 Pttner we yield to any Temptation, the 
I ronger our Temptations are, and the 
” 32 to be denied? And by every 
ding, this Sin riſelb, and Comes tO 
Pave more Power over us. 
| And if it be by our yielding to evil 
iOtlons that the evil Spirit rileth, and 
Foes to have Power over us; it muſt 
be by denying evil Motions that he 


5 uſt be lupplanted, and made PG VEr- » 
Wcls in us, 


C 3 Whoſoeve __— 


44 
Wholoever will be a Follower W 
Chriſt, muſt firſt learn to deny himſelf; 
we muſt turn from whatſoever the c. 
nal Light in our own Hearts eνEẽ“h' 
to be ſelfiſh, though it may ſeem nevi, 
fo much to our Diſadvantage : 3 and bj 
denying ourſelves, we ſhall abundant}; 
deny the Author of all evil Motions, | 
Pride, Pleaſure, and unrighteo 
Gain, are Baits that have caught mam 3 
all which, with many other Things, WW 
muſt deny and turn from, if we will 
Followers of Chriſt in a righteous Lit 9 
And by ſuch Denials we fhall find tit 
Root of Iniquity wither, and Gu 
grow ; ſinful Motions will diminiti % 
and heavenly Deſires increaſe; the mull 4 
Seed will become the talleſt of Herb 
and the Lump come to be one in Natun 9 
with the Leaven. 
Put this Denial muſt be whilſt tel : 
Cockatrice is yet in the Shell, whilſt $02 
is in the Motion, before it comes 
Action; for ſiaful Motions may "i 
turned /rom, but ſinful Actions are pal 
Recal. And what can ſhew us the I. 
ing of evil Motions ? Preachers cane 


Books cannot; nothing that is / 
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"at © an effectually ſhew us what is within; 


el 1 mult be an inward Light, it muſt var 
, he Candle of the Lord, the eternal Spirit, 
mM What was in the Beginning given unto 


an for an Inſtructor. 

| There was in the Creation good Men, 
| Pichtul Men, ſelf-denying Men, when 
4 1 ere were no Preachers, nor Books, 
- is we read of: And who was their 
1; 2acher but the eternal Spirit? What 
1 Puide had they but the Liget of Righ- 
'I Weouſneſs | in their own Hearts? And did 
Pur preſent Preachers make it their 
tel A *oncern, to turn People's Minds to eye 
WM his ward Guide, and to become faith- 


— 8 
15 3 Followers thereof, we ſhould have 
more good Men, faithful Men, and ſelt- 


1 6 Wenying Men, than can now be found. 


1. Men or Angels could not give better 

Advice to a People, that was turned to 
7 12 inward Light, than Paul gave to 
he Galatians, when he exhorted them 


a 9 o walk in the Spirit : For if we are not 
ö Poided by a right Spirit, we can never 

cad a righteous Life. 
As the Seed of Sin grows and waxeth 
rong in us, by our yielding to evil 
otions; ſo the Seed of Grace grows 
| and 
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until our Lights ſhine with ſuch Brig. 
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and waxeth ſtrong in us by the 2 
of evil Motions; the putting. off of th 
old Man, is the putting on of the nev;f 
and it is the new Man that makes ani 
of us to be new Creatures, and to rl 1 
forth, in the Courſe of our Lives, a2 
and Leavenly Converſation, f 
If we do not come to a Denial d 1 
evil Motions, and to live in a continu 
Exerciſe thereof, tho' we hear Preach 
ers all the Days of our Lives, we fa 
be but as a Door on the Hinges, or 8 1 
Trae in the Wilderneſs, often movitg 
et as ſhort of a righteous Life, al F 
they that then came out of Zgyp! wer 3 
of having peaceable Poſſeſſions in u 
promiſed Land. 7 
We cannot come to a righteous Lit, 


— 


L be. 


neſs, as that we can ſee the Riſing ol al xz 
evil Motions at a Diſtance ; for as Gπ % 
comes to be uppermoſt, the Root of Int . 
quity will be lowermoſt; as the ot 4. 
comes to be before our Faces, the other | 8 
will be behind our Backs. =_ 
Our Converſation is not in Heave, 
till Truth comes to be in all our Words, il 


| Equity in all our Deeds, and Faith 
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all our Promiſes ; this makes the Sons 
cd Daughters of Men a holy Nation, 
Id a peculiar People; this makes ſuch 
verre Heathens to be true Chriſtians; 
id ſuch as were the vileſt of Sinners, 
Worthy of the honourable Name of 
1. 

E Whence come Pride and Haughti- 
es, Contention and Strife, Fraud and 
Dc, Oppreſſion and Cruelty, but 
om the Aulbor of all Wickednets ? 
here the Fleſh, with the Affections 
oercof, is crucified, ſuch Things are 
or to be found; and let us pretend 
what Religion we will, whilſt ſuch. 
pF ings are profiſed, we Keep alive 
hat ought to be mortified. 
Þ Waere an evil Spirit is uppermoſt; 
„Nen know no Limit; their Ears, Eyes, 
ongves, Hands and Feet are at Liber- 
to hear evil Reports, behold Vanity, 
-W peak proudly, ralhly, unadviſedly and 
eeccittully, ro do Violence, take Bribes, 
ad go where they liſt. | 
1 but where a right Spirit rules, every 
lcmber of the Body 1s under a Limit; 
| be Ear is turned from Fables, and the 
e from brholding Vanity; they can- 
4 Cz + mn 
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Haters of Iniquity in themſelves and 


would labour to live under the Govern * 


deliver'd from the Power of rey 


_ 725 every Man that cometh inl0 1 
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not (as too many do) cover, diſſenbef EL. 
and lye, to accompliſh Self. ends: Van 6 
Communication is not allow'd to cont 
out of their Mouths, their Hands 22 
limited from taking of Bribes, ab off 1 
Violence, or doing any Wrong; ti 'T 
Paths of Rioters they cannot walk 10, % . 

* 
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but are Lovers of Righteouſneſs, and 


others. And to this Eſtate we mig 
all come, by denying fuch Motions fl Z 
the Light of Righteouſneſs in our o 
Hearts ; manifeſt to be evil. 1 

And now my Advice to all Profeſſos 
of Chriſtianily is, that inſtead of con- 8 F 
tending about Forms of Godlineſs, they 
take Heed to that in themſelves which I 
leads to Godlineſs; inſtead of ſearching 
the Scriptures for a right Form, the 3 


ment of a right Spirit; for ſuch ar? 


and return'd to Sion the City of Goo, 
and to the new Jeruſalem, where God i 1 
known and truly worſhipped. 1 
One Thing more. I would have tb 3 I | 
Reader to conſider, and that is this, 1 
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Ford is attended with two. Spirits, yet 
, be have but one Lord, and be is 
Ford that bath the whole Rule over Us. 
be Right of Government in all 
Mien, belongs to the eternal Spirit, that 
as with the Father before the World 

1, Decgan, call'd in Scripture the Spirit of 
briſt; for that in Jeſus, the ſecond 
3, no other Spirit dwelct. He was 
Pot attended with two Spirits, as che 
cf. ſpring of tallen Adam are: He had 
5 3 ot in himſelf Light and Darkaels, 
3G ood and Evil, a Seed of Grace, and 
Seed of Sin : But be was (as the Scrip- 
ore faith) full of Grace, and full of 
A Erruth 10 him was Life, even the Life 

hat the firſt Adam loſt, a Spring of 

eigbrecaſneſi; z and this Life he retain'd, 
1 though his Temptations far exceeded 
thoſe of Eve: And ſo did keep out the 
evil Spirit, which is the Author of all 
L g tho' he lived many Tears 
on Earth, and met with many Provoca- 
tions; be was in the whole Courſe of his 
1 Lie humble, lowly, meek, merciful, 
3 4 patient, peacra ble, juſt and faithful, 
; 3 and therein fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, 
| 40 ſo did the Will of God on Earth. 
= 6 And 


2 
14:42 


to his Image. The more Grace any Mi 


abundantly into the everlaſting Kingdom s 


Rule and Government over us; anl 
under the Government of a right Spirit 


an Enemy to all Righteouſneſs, uſeib 
al} Endeavours to blind the Eyes of o 


1 k 
And the Seed of Grace in every Ma, 
15 one in Nature with the Fulneſs thi 
dwelt in him; and as this Seed ſpring 
in any of us, and grows to Streng 
and Stature, it makes us conformable 


hath, the more humble, meek 2d 
merciful he is; the more Light any d 
us have, the greater Diſcovery it maks il 
of what is amis in ourſelves and others; 
the more Truth. dwells in us, the les RY 
Fraud and Deceit is wrought by us. 

And as we walk in the Zight, we ſhal Pp 
grow in Grace, and add to our Fail 
Virtue, Knowledge, Temperance, f. 
tience, Godlineſs, Brother ly- K indnes 
and Charity; by which (as Peter fail) 


an Entrance will be miniſtred unto i 


Chriſt. A right Spirit will come to be 


exalred' in us, and to have the alone 
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we ſhall bring forth a right Converls Bl 
tion, acceptable in the Sight of God, 
Now the Prince of Darkneſs being 


Under itandins. 


acdeerſtanding, and to Lo us Stran- 
rs to this righteous Seed, which is the 
o Pre of all Grace and Virtue, that he 
oh ay draw us away from God and all 
Foalineſs: And as ſuch as walk in the 
joht of the Lord add Virtue to Virtue, 
- Hori! they are filled with Righteouſneſs ; 
uch as follow the Leadings of an 
= vi Spirit, add Vice 10 Vice, until they 
dome to be filled with Wicgedneſßs; and 
8! ſuch have likewiſe but oe Lord, 
Ine Prince of the Power of Darkneſs 
bath the whole Rule over them. And 
ele two States are called in Scripture 
Le and Death. | 
0 3 Every Man, as he cometh into the 
1 World hath, as I may ſay, Life and 
Falvation before him, Death and De- 
Auction behind him, and both at a 
: Digance from him: He hath alſo a 
F Food Spirit to conduct him in the Way 
ef Life and Salvation, and an evil Spirit 
Paits to lead him in. Paths of Death 
nd Deſtruction; and moſt Men are 
rangers to both, although they be in 
9 hem. And the Preaching 'of the Goſpel 
vas, and ought ſtill to be, For the Open- 
8 4 ſuch blind EJs, to . the Working 


of. 
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of theſe two Spirits in themſelves, and 12 
Leadings ther eof, that we mig bi turn fun, 


the Evil, and become Followers of th 
which is good, that he, whoſe Rigbt it i, 
might come to have the Rule in us qi 


7 4 
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my 
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And certain I am, that tho? many in 
ignorant of theſe Things, many may be. 


found that have ſome Sight, ſome Senſ, 8 
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and ſome Feeling of the eternal Spi 


of Feſus: They have the Knowledge: 
of ſomething in themſelves that calls foi 
juſt Weights and an equal Balance, f 
doing unto all Men as they would 
done by, for Truth in their Words, and 
Faithfulneſs in their Promiſes; fo thi 
did they keep to this, they would fol, 
a right Guide, and the Seed of Gra: 


would grow, Truth and Faithfulnes 


would grow, Knowledge, Temperance, 
Patience, Brotherly- kindneſs and Ch. 
rity would grow; and we ſhould fund 
in ourſelves, hat an Entrance into it 
Kingdom of Chriſt would be abundait\ 


miniſtred. 


But whilſt the evi] Spirit remain 


unmortify'd, Self ſtands in our Way, 2d . 
to accompliſh Self-ends, an equal Bi 
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i Ince is et kept, Juſtice is ut done, 


Z 


n Equity is 101 performed, Promiſes are 
% e kept, Undertakings are not faith- 
% „Jh managed, the Faſhions and Cuſ- 
Forms of this ſinful World are zo for- 
ken; and that hinders the Grow!h of 
ir he righteous Seed: For as there was no 
* ringing down of the Canaanites whilſt 
% pere was an accurſed Thing in the 
amp; ſo there is no bringing down 
9. e Strength of Sin whilſt we have more 
o Regard ro Self than a Saviour; and that 
o Which manifeſts Self is Light, by it we 
0: "Wee to what every evil Motion doth lead, 
il nd walking iu the Light, we walk in 
he Way of God's Salvation. : 
But ſome may ſay of this eternal 
„ Ligbt, as wicked Men and Sons of Be- 
dial laid of Saul, the Choſen of the 
„ Lord, How ſhall this Man ſave us? 
i bat can the taking heed io this Light 
d | dvantage us ? We find in ourſelves Re- 
„ Pukes for Sin, but we find nothing in 
"—Wxrſelves to ſave us trom Sin. 
Io all ſuch I have this to ſay, Chriſt 
345 given to the Gentiles for a Light 
ad for a Leader. Whilſt we are in the 
5 Nature of the Gentiles, whilſt we walk 
on | after 


follow after Righteouſneſs, doing ſuch } 


after the Fleſh, whilſt we follow "io 
Motions, we are dparted from God.“ 


 weare Aliens from the Commonweaiill 


of 1/-ael, and are Strangers to the ney 
Covenant that God made with til i 
Houſe of Facob ; and in that State wi 
cannot know Chriſt the Saviour of N 
World, any otherwiſe than a Reprover ll 
bur thoſe Reproofs being, Reproots «i 
Inſtruction, are the Way to Life, even o 
that Life that the firſt Adam throug 
Tranſgreſſion loſt. - 
For if at thoſe Reproofs we turn 
from ſuch Things as we are reproved“ 3 
tor, whether it be idle Communicalim 
intemperate Living, unjuſt Dealing, Pri, 
Pajjion, or any other Vice, that the evi 
Spirit of this World leads unto; and 


Things as are juſt, upright, honeſt, and 
of good Report, Rebukes will cea/e, anl il 
our KReprover will become our 5 
that which was behind our Backs, wil ; 
be before our Faces, and that 0 
would have led us, will purſue us, * 
Pharaoh purſued. Tirael, to bring 8 0 
back co our old Manner of Living| 7 
again, and FT we ſhall find. Chet 0 
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our Saviour. As many as followed 

1 by, ſaw how he ſaved them from their 
ward Enemies; and all that come to 
Followers of the eternal Spirit of 

%., do ſee how he faves them from 

8: Enemies, 

X_ Whilſt we follow Motions of Sin, we 
low a wrong Guide, and in that Path 
e may know the prevailing Power of 

i Win, but can never know the reftraining 
Power of Grace. | | 

Elt is to as many as receive Chriſt that 

e gives Power, and none receive him 

„Por ach as turn from their Iniquities at 
is Reproof, and confide in him for a 

| | Wavicur ; fuch truly believe in his Name. 

OF 1 grant, that the Shining of an in- 

ard Light, which is the firſt Manifeſb- 
lion of Chriſt to the Sons and Daugh- 

ers of Men, ſeems at firſt /mall and 

1 Pewerleſs, and ſo doth our Arſt Motions 
Mo Sin; but follow ſuch ſinful Motions 
far as they will lead, and we ſhall 
P nd them powerful enough: May not 
Hany be found at this Day, even 
mongſt us who are called Chriſtians, ſo 

F Eo private under the Power of Sin, that 


Bond. gave, who is held in Chains of 
Iron, 
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Iron, can eaſier brake his Bonds, ati hb 
depart, and return unto his nate 
Country, than they can ceaſe from l 
Quity, rite from their Fall, and lead. 
ſober, righteous, godly Lit. Ik 
And if the Sced of Sin comes by ou 
following the Motions thereof, to have 4 | 
ſuch Power over us, why may not theo 
Seed of Grace, if we return thereunto and d 

_ become Followers thereof, have as mud 
Power over us. 3 


Undoubtedly John, who had travel-W 
led from Death to Life, and was an Eye. 
witneſs of Things as they were in th: PRC 
Beginning, felt in himſelf ſuch a Pow PMI 
when he ſaid, V hpoſocver is born of G0 
-Gotb not commit Sin, for his Seed remains 
in him, and he cannot fin, And many ol 
living Witneſſes may be found, at ths 
Day, who can ſay from a ſenſible Er. 
perience, That where this righteous S 

is riſen, and comes io have Dominion, ii 
fo powerful and reſtraining, that 1 | | 
cannot be unjuſt in their Dealings, . 
unfaithful in their Promiſes ; hey cnn 
tell an Untruth, though never ſo much" 

| their outward Advantage; they cannot if 
intemperate, waſting the good _—_ 3 £ 
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ils bat God hath given for our Neuriſhment, 


I 
8 
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ni cannot oppreſs the Poor, the Widow, 
and Fatherleſs, nor take by Violence that 

robich they bave no Right unto: The 
r ſnall Seed in them is become the 1alleft 


v: ot Herbs, and hath as much Power 


the over them, as Sin hath: over ſuch who 
nl dwell therein. 

h Theſe are, as the Colaſſians were, de- 
livered from the Power of Darkneſs ; 
cl-FEtheſe have, as the Philippians had, their 
e. ¶ Converſation in Heaven; theſe glorify 
God in their Lives, and ſo anſwer the 
er End of their Creation. 

Much Preaching hath made many 
u godly Talkers ; but it is Grace in the 
Heart, and Truth in our inward Parts, 
5 that makes godly Livers; and ta a 
„ WF ulneſs of this eavenly Freaſure no 
Man can attain, but by denying ſuch 
Motions as the eternal Light of Righ- 
' Fc ouſneſs in our inward Parts, pets us 
to be unjuſt and diſtoneſt; for in deny- 
e the Evil, we chooſe the Good; and 
as the Growth of Sin ſtands in our ill- 
ding, ſo the Growth of Grace ſtands in 
aur u -doing. ; 
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Our Anceſtors have told us, 7 
there was more Honefly and Piain-da.WiY 
ing amongſt Men in Ares paſt, when ther - 
was leſs Preaching, than can be fem 
amongſt Men now. And their Saying [WW 
can eaſily believe; knowing that iti 

a zrue Self-denial, and not the hearing il 
of Preachers, that muſt moriify Sin, WW! 
change our Natures, and make us Wah 
Creatures, Which is the Ground of al 
Honefty and Plain. dealing. = 

And of this true Self: denial, J am at BY 
to think, we have much 4% tha BY 
former Generations had; for we ſce bY 
tho* Preaching abounds, Pride, covetou Bl 
Practices, with many other Vices, Jaber. | 
abound; and the Reaſon to me 1s th⁵, lk: 
Conformity to outward Forms of Wo- 
ſhip, being more taking wi h F op i 
than the ffrait Gait and narrow Way d 
Seif-denial, hath in our pr H agr 0 i 


ten the Name of Religion, Cr 
and irue Godlineſs : Infomuci, 4% 
ſhould a Man add to his Faith Ji, 
and all other Graces, by which an EN. 
trance into the everlaſting Kingdom of | | 
Chriſt is abundantly miniſtred, if the 


be not withal a Conformity to ſome . 
1 1 «ai 


3 ard Way of Worſhip, he ſhall not 


59 | 


s tor a godly Man. Nay, tho' his 
onverſalion be never ſo heavenly ; tho! 
de be humble, lowly, meek, patient, 
FÞ-accable ; though Truth be in all his 
ords, Equity and Faichfulneſs in all. 
is Ded; ; tho? he viſits the Fatherleſs 
End the Widow, and keeps himſelf an- 
olted from the World; if he be not 
in the Exerciſe of ſome cu 0rd Form 
of Godlineſs, he ſhall not be counted 
religious, nor hardly a Chriſtian,* 


Conformity in every Sect, Opinion or 


Perſwaſion, is become the Charafer of 
= a religious Man, and the only Band of 


15 Unity and Brotherhood; if this Fail, 


3 


2 there ſoon comes an £j/trangeaneſs : And 

ſo there is much preſſing into Conformi- 
ies, but little minding the Mortification - 
ol Sin, in order to a Life of Righteouſ- 
nes. But let our Zeal for Conformity be 
never ſo much, it is he that orderth his 


Converſation 


— 


E 


But it is not hereby intended to diſcourage 
the Aſſembling of ourſelves together, for the 
publick Worſhip of Almighty God, agreeable to 
the Advice of the Apoſtle, Heb. x. 2 5. 


Converſation aright, that ſhall „e e 
Salvation of God. . 
The Conformity that the living Lord 


ot Chriſt in the Courſe of our Lives, tn 
be holy as he was Holy; without which 
we cannot be, as the primitive Ch 
tians were, of the Houſbold of God; we 
are not come to the e Feruſalem, and 
fo cannot be Fellow-Citizens with Saint, 
Though we bear the primitive Chriſtian; 
Name, we are not in the primitive 
Chriſtians Nature; the Firſt-born is not 
ſo brought down, as to have a rigit 
Spirit alone to rule in us, and to have 
the Dominion over us. 
If the Sayings contained in thi: Book 
ſeem {trange unto the Reader, it is be- 
cauſe the Reader is a Stranger to tit 
primitive Chriſtians Lite : If be wo 
was their Head and Leader, were be. 
come ours; had we Fellowſhip with 
them, as they had with Chriſt; we 
ſhould have an Echo in ourfclves, an- 
ſwering to what is here ſaid ; our Hearts 
would ſay, I is /o. | 
And the Way to come to their righ: 
teous Life, is to walk in the Light, de- 
N nying 


requires, is a Conformity to the Imar: Z 


Et 1 
„ Vicg and turning from the leaſt Thing 
ac it ſhall manifeſt unto us to be evi: 
At the Beginning of our Journey, it 
ill ſeem a fra and narrow May; 
but after we have travelled on a 
bile, we ſhall run therein with great 
Delight. For the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Sr Chriſt's Government by his eternal 
Spirit in the Hearts of his People, doth 
pot conſiſt of Righteouſneſs alone: The 


1 . 
; {Righteouſneſs that proceeds from a 
- [Fight Spirit, is accompany'd with Peace 


Band Joy: As Ill-doing is attended with 
Trouble and Sorrow, Well-doing is at- 
Wtenced with Peace and Joy. All the 
Pleaſures of Wickednels, that the whole 
World affords, is not to be compared 
co the Joys of a righteous Life. Every 
We vil Motion we deny, in Obedience unto 


Chriſt, affordeth a ſuperior. Joy to that 


) LA 7 5 . g . "Bu 
Wa Warrior hath in Battle, when his 

Enemy flies before him. 

The Jews counted themſelves more 


holy than the Gentiles, rho* both made 

Wo! one Blood; and as both were the 

Off. ſpring of Adam, both had in them- 
ſelves Good and Evil. But to the Jews 
the Lord gave Laws, Statutes, and Judg- 

; | - ments, 
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[ 62 ] 
ments, for a Rule of Righteouſneſs ; and 
_ thcy conforming thereunto in Worſhip 
4 and outward Services, counted them: 
_ ſelves, as we who are called Chri/ian 
do, holier than the Heathen, 

But this was a Self-Perſwaſion in the 
Fews, and no better in us who are called 
Chriſtians, whilſt we continue in a State 
of Degeneration: For no outward Con. 
formity, without inward Sanctification, 
can make any Man holy, and no Man 
is /anfified, till Sin is mortified, 
Wben the Heatben, thro' the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, turned from their 
Darkneſs, and came to be Followers of 
the eternal Spirit, thereby morcifying 
the Strength of Sin, they were more 
holy than many of the Jews, and called 
by the beft Apoſtle Saints; which was 
more ſuitable than the Name of CH- 
tians; which was at firſt given in Der 
ſion to the Followers of Chri/}, by ine tr 
unconverted Heathen at Antioch, and 
but once ſincerely mentioned in all the 
Scripture; but the Name of 9azus | 
peculiar to all truly ſanctified Souls, M 
1 As Circumciſion gave many the Name pet 
a of Fews, ſo the imitating of 75 

1 | Baytim 
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Piptiſm hath given many the Name of 


"F 
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bi 
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pr Chriſtian the Name of a Saint in 
ruth, but an Heart made pure, ſingle. 


e 


Rification of Sin, call*d in Scripture the 
Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt; for that is 


Ex] 


. Wy our walking after the Holy Ghoſt: 


„ill this is wrought, though we have 
n Cbriſtian Name, we cannot bring 

forth a heavenly Converſation, and fo 
: ne Name profiteth little, | 
1 


© nd for want of faithful Weeders to root 
Wp Vice as it appears, Iniquity grows 


: he powerful Spirit of Chriſt can bring 
; It down; and from ſuch who remain 


Pirangers ro the Working of this Spirit 
Cry hath gone forth, That there is no 
eedom from Sin on this Side the Grave : 
Fut the Coloſſians, who were delivered 
Tom the Power of Darkneſs, knew 
Petter Things; and fo ſhould we, if we 
bid turn from Iniquity, acquaint our- 
ſelves 


Loriſtians; but nothing can give few | 


wpright and honeſt, through the Mor- 


to that Height, that nothing leſs than 
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1 641 
ſelves with their Guide, and walk in 
Newukſs of Life. | 

A numberiels Number at this Day 
bear the Chriſtian Name, tor that it 1 
ealily obteined z nothing is required at 
the receiving of it but Promiſes : But 
{mai is the Number of Saints, for that 
no Man can be a Saint but by a Per. 
fermance ot thoſe Promiſes; and that no 
Man can do, until we turn to hat in 
ourſelves which manifefts the Works © 
the Devil, and on Diſcovery thereof 
deny, turn from, and quite forſake 
them. By taking this Way, and uſing 
this Means, Sin will certainly be mr: 
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tified, the Soul ſanfified, and ſuch st 
were Sinners will come to be ons. WM 


But*as nothing diſcouraged the Cam? BY tc 
of Iſrael from going up to poſſeis te /, 
Land of Canaan, more than the Nef Wi ſh 
that Ten Spies.gave of the Seng d m 
the People that dwelt therein; ſo nothing S. 
diſcourageth awaken*d Souls from prel- Wt 7} 


; ſing after a Lite of Righteouſneſs, moſe Bl be 


than the Report that hath been given f th 
Profeſſors of Gedlineſs, concerning the fe 
Strength of Sin, that it could not be c. 


E 
come; when they that ſo reporſed, ny LM 
3 made WW 


k : as all Sorts of People now do of a ſober, 


made Trial in the Way of God's Sal- 
vation. | 


All the Spies ſpake well of the Land, 


# righteous, godly Life and Converſa- 
tion: All will commend Humility, 
Meekneſs, Moderation, Temperance, 
Patience, Chaſtity, and (above all) 
plain, upright, honeſt, juſt Dealings, 
though they do not practice it; and 
nothing hinders but this, 2% evil Spirit 
| of this World is uppermoſt, and few en- 
| deavour in God's Way to bring it down. 

Had the Camp of rae! made them 
a Captain, and gone back into Egypt, 
they could never have ſubdued the Ca- 
naanites: And whilft we allow ourſelves 
to live in Sin, it is impoſſible we ſhould 
ſabdue it, for we ſtrengthen what we 
| ſhould mortiſy. The Canaanites were 
made weak by a War, and ſo muſt the 


Strength of Sin, with this Difference, 


| theirs was an actual War, and ours muſt 
be aefenſive, When by the Candle of 
the Lord, that ſhines in our Souls, we 
be an aſpiring Thought, a luſtful Deſire, 


epeſous Inclination, or any other evil 


Motion; if we ſtand on our Guard, 
| | D 2 and 


e 


1 
and deny it Entrance into our Affection, 
it will retreat, and after many Attempis 
being ſtill put back, will hardly at- 

tempt any more; at moſt, the Motions 
thereof will be but weak. 

Whilft there was an accurſed Thing 
in the Camp, the Enemy prevailed, and 
{ſrael retreated: And fo it is at this 
Day ; if we cover, if we hide, if we 
juſtify what our own Hearts condemn, 
the Evi prevails, and the Good retreats, 

Let us but accuſtom ourſe]ves to true 
Denials, and the Strength of Sin will, 
from Day to Day, be weaken'd; and 
as Joſhua and Caleb ſaid, The Lord will 
be with us; his Grace will be in our 
Hearts, and his Fear before our Eves, 
Truth, Equity and Honeſty will be 4%. 
permoſt ; and then it will be as eaj) (0 
4ead a ſober, righteous, godly Lite, 3 W 
ever it was to live a looſe and ungodly WM . 
Life: For though ſomething of Sin ma) 
remain in us, as ſome of the Canaan 
remain'd in the good Land, it will be 

' powerleſs as they were; and all our 
Members that, were Servants to Sin, wil 
become Servants to Righteouſneſs, 45 s 
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js written, The Elder ſhall ſerve the 


| 2ounger, 


But if we robe againſt the Lord, by 


joining with Motions of Sin, as many 
| who are call'd Chriſtians, as well as Hea- 
| hens, do, this War will be cver before 
it is begun; that which is uppermoſt, 
will continue ſo; and as we live, ſo we 
E ſhall die, receiving Wages not accord- 
ing to our Words, but according to our 
| Yorks: And then we ſhall know that 
| a Chriſtian Name, without a Chriſtian 
| Converſation, will ſtand us in /:7/le ſtead ; 

for it is not he that is overcome, but bin | 
that overcometh, that the ſecond Death | 
ſhall not hurt, 


———öũũœ—— ͤ ͥ IB nr SEES — —— — 
_—— - $24 7 — — 5 $ ws 
2 « 
. 


24 0C 62 


—ů—— — —— E— — 


. . EI A IIS nu, 


— 


„55 


PEECH 


Bis Hop of CRE 


| The ANCIENT CHRISTIANS 
Principle, or Rule of good Living, 
revivd and brought to Light, 
through the continued Appearance 
and Operation of 


| Inward aud Spiritual Grace, 
SET FORTH | 
By ANSWERS to Nine weighty 
QUEST IONS, with all Brevity 
and Plainneſs. Worthy to be taken 
Notice of by che whole Creation of 
Mankind, and is of ſpecial Uſe to as 
many as are awaken'd unto Righ- 
teouſneſs, and deſire to know the 4 
Way of Gop's Salvation. | 


By HUGH TURFORD. | 
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| OST Men have learned to ſpeak 
well of Grace, but few of them 


dan tell us what it is, or where it 
may be found: Many will acknowledge it 


from the Lips of Men: Many are per- 
of Grace; yet, through their Ignorance, 
1 a Sufficiency therein (were it before 
| Mens Faces) to preſerve them: from: great 


diency therein to ſave from any Sin. 
Which plainly ſhews, that their ſpeaking 


jrom Experience. 
This little Treatiſe ſheweth, what Grace 


ſwaded, that all Wickedneſs is for Want 
ſight the Appearances thereof in them. 
felves: Many are convinced, that there 

Sins ; but cannot believe there is a Sufi 


| well of Grace is from Hear-ſay,. and not 


, Where it may be found, and how it 
15 comes 


10 be the Gift of God; yet think io have it 
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comes to be before Mens Faces; that it i; 
the only Saviour from Sin, and ſo the true 
Salvation. For whoſoever is ſaved from 
Sin here, Hall certainly be ſaved from 
Death and Condemnation hereafter : Aud 
that many may come to be Witneſſes of this 
Salvation, is the Deſire of. 


Fi. x 
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P 4 U L's 
SPEECH 


TO FREE 


BISHOP of CRETE. 


AUL, an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, 
writing to Titus the firſt Biſhop of 
Crete, had this Saying, 
The Grace of God that bringeth Salva- 
tion hath appeared unto all Men, teaching 
us, that denying Ungodlineſs and Woridly 
Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, ig 
and godly in this preſent World. 
From which WOgnry Sayings theſe 
lojlowing Queitions ariſe. 
Queſt, 1. V bat is the Grace of God? 
| Anſeo. The Grace of God that bring- 
eth Salvation, is no leſs than a divine 
| Inſpiration, the Gift of God to the Sons 
and Daughters of Men, an Adverſaryto | 
| D 6 the 
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[ 74 ] 
the Devil, a Deſtrozer of Sin, and the 
only Saviour of Mankind therefrom. 

The Gift of Grace, under the Goſpel 
Adminiſtration, is the fulfilling of that 

promiſed Covenant which God, by the 
Mouth of his Prophet Zeremiah, pro- 
miſed to make with the Houſe of Jacob, 
which was, That he would write his Law 
in their Hearts, and put his Spirit in ibeir 1 
inward Parts; that his People might f 
have 2a Rule of Righteouſneſs in them- d 
ſelves to guide their Steps by. ) 

As the Princes of the Earth rule and 
govern their People by an outward if | 
Law, ſo the Lord reſolved to rule Þ 
and govern his People by an inward I | 
Law. They ſhould have no Need to fl 

turn over the Leaves of a Book, as the 1: 
Seed of Abraham, under the firſt Cove- e 
nannt, had, to know how they ſhould 

: walk in rigbi Paths; but they ſhould ( 

= know, by looking into their ow 
= Hearts, what was 7igh!, and what was 
wrong; what they might do, and what 
= they ſhould leave undone; what was 
ae, and what was nj}; what Wa 
lain to God, and what was 1. 
For this Law is a Ligbi, that en)ightens 
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| Men's Souls, as the Sun in the Firma- 
| ment enlighteneth our Houſes, ſhewing 
| what is clean, and what is wnclean ; 


what may remain, and what is to be 


ſwept out. 155 
For as God made Man in the Begin- 


ning humble, lowly, meek, merciful, 


| pure, peaceable, juſt and faithful ; ſo 


he would have all Men to be. Bur 
foraſmuch as nothing leis than the good 


| Spirit of God, in the inward Parts of 


Man, can reduce any of us to ſuch a 
Qualification, God hath given to every 
Man a Meaſure thereof, to enlighten 
their Underſtandings, and to guide them 
in the Path of Life and Salvation; and 
this Meaſure being the free Gift of God, 
is by the Apoſtle in the Text, and many 


| Other Places of Scripture, call'd Grace. 


Queſt, e. Mhere doib the Grace of 
God, that bringeth Salvation, appear? 

Anſto. The great God, in his infinite 
Wiſdom and everlaſting Love, hath 
placed his royal Seed and Plant of Re- 
nown in the Hearts of the Sons and 
Daughters of Men, for that is the chief 
Garriſon of the Soul; there ehe Grace 
of God, that bringeth Salvation, may 
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be found; from thence (until it come 

to be vaiPd by Clouds of Iniquity) it 
ſhews itſelf a Witneſs againſt all 'Un- 
righteouſneſs and Ungodlineſs. 

As every evil Motion and Tempta- 
tion that leads to fin, appears vithin ; 
fo the Grace of God, that is given to 
Men to ſave from Sin, appears allo 
within. 

There is not a Man born into the 
World, if he have liv'd to commi! Sin, 
but hath felt and known in himfelf Ae 
vues for Sin; and theſe Rebukes are 
the Appearances of Grace, and call'd in 
Scripture Light, and true Liebt, for that 
it manifeſts every Work of Darkneſs ; 
it ſhews us both when and wherein we 
have done amiſs: And this it hath been 
in all Ages. - 
God hath not in any Age left himſclt 


without a Fitneſs in the Hearts of 


Men, to declare his Righteouſnels, 


Truth and Faithfulneſs. But there is 
as much Difference between the 4/- 


pearance of Grace, and the Power of 
Grace to Salvation, the Light of Rigb. 
teouſneſs, and that Fulneſs which enables 


us to lead a Life of Righteouſneſs, as 15 
between 


— 
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„„ 
between a Seed that is ſown, and the 
Herb when *tis come to u Growth; 
but the one leads to the Other: And it 
is he that attains to the Fulneſ of Grace, 


| that comes to lead a ſober, righteous, 


godly Life in this preſent World. 
© It was ſaid of Feſus, the ſecond Adam, 


| That be was full of Grace; and we may 
| believe it from the Fruits he brought 


forth in this Life: He was humble, 
lowly, meek, patient, peaceable, juſt 
and faithful ; he reſiſted the Devil in 
all his Temptations, led a blameleſs 


| Life, fulfill'd all Righteouſneſs, and in 


the whole Courſe of his Life retain'd 
what the firſt Adam ſoon loſt, namely, 
the Image of God : And whoſoever grows 
in Grace until he attains to his Stature, - 
namely, to be filled therewith, may be 
- , 


called as Job was, A perfect Man. 


And as the Appearances of Grace are 
inward, ſo is all its Diſcoveries, Revela- 


ins and Teachings ; whoſoever applies 


himſelf to Man for a right Knowledge 
of the Things of God, goes to a wron 
School; For, as Paul truly ſaid, that 


| which may be known of God, is manifeſt 


he 


1 
The Proud, the Covetous, the Fn. 
vious, and other ungodly Perſons, may 
for a Time, and a long Time, have the 
Appearances of Grace ; they may have 


Rebukes for Sin, but if by ſuch Re- b 
bukes they do not learn Righteouſneſs, D 
they grow not in Grace, neither doth . 
Grace grow in them; all ſuch hide 5 
their Talent, and in Time, for want of | 
Improvement, come to have it quite : 
taken from them ; and being left Grace- 4 
leſs, lead a wicked and ungod]y Life in 0 
this preſent World. _ 0 

Quelt. 3. J the Grace of God ap. WW. 
pears unto all, and if there be a Suffi- 10 
ciency therein to make Men godly, Hou 7 
comes it to paſs, that there are ſo many 5 
ungodly ? | | : 8 

Anſw. As the Grace of God that 1 


bringeth Salvation, appears unto all 
Men, ſo Motions of Sin, that lead to G 
Deſtruction, appear unto. all Men, and ha 
commonly make the firſt Appearance. 
All Men have evil Motions and Tempt- WW. 
ations in themſelves to Sin, before they r 
are acquainted with any Rehukes in s 
_ themſelves for Sin; and the Work of 90 
the Devil is to make forbidden Things Wc. 
| appear 


179 ] 

appear deſirable, the World and the Va- 
nities thereof to be ul of Pleaſantneſs: 
And as our Affections come to be taken 
therewith, as we make the World our 
Deligbt, and purſue after it, we depart 
from God; and tho' Grace may make 
many Appearances, though the good 
Spirit of God may long ſtrive with us, 
tho? we have in ourſelves many Checks 
and Rebukes, and are thereby made 
ſenſible that our Ways and our Doings 
diſpleaſe God, yet are we prone to per- 
ſevere therein; and through a conti- 
nued Perſeverance, Sin grows and comes 
to have Dominion over us: And the 
Devil making one ungodly Terion 4 
Bait to catch another, is the very Cauſe 
why we have ſo many ungodly Livers 
in the World. = 

The further any Man goeth from 
God and Godlineſs, the leſs Defire he 
hath to return 3 and the more Delight 
we take in the Vanities of this World, 
the leſs Felicity we behold in the 
| Things of God. And as long as one 
| Spark of Grace remains, the Devil will 
follow all ſuch with his "Temptations 3 
for that he can call none really his own, 
until 


80 

until they become quite graceleß; ad, 
many ſuch graceleſs Ones would be be 
parently found, were not Wickcdaes r. 
limited by an outward Law. din 
Were we, as Iſrael once was, with. 
out a King; or as the Inhabitants viſto 
Laiſo, who had no Magiſtrate in debe 
Land, to put them to Shame for in 
Thing; we ſhould find many who bare 
the Chriſtian Name to be of the Devil's 
Nature, working all manner of Wick-Mi 
_ erineſs, And fo it highly concerns a 
who have the Appearances of Grace, hn 
from the Rebukes thereof to leam ro 
Righteoufneſs, that it may grow ina 
them, and be their Guide: For no-, 
thing but Grace, and Obedience unto 
Righteouſneſs, makes any of vs differ Wo 
from the wrt of Men in vile Actions; the 
for as all Righteouſneſs proceeds from Im. 
a Fulneſs of Grace; ſo the Aboundings Wan 
of Wickedneſs is through a Deprivation Wm 
of Grace. Mw 

Queſt. 4. NMpat Manner of Salvaiion 
doth the Grace of God bring? W 
Anſw. As the Appearances of Cat th 
are Rebukes for Sin, ſo tbe SJvation 5 


| we 
that Grace brings, is a ſaving /70 * 


„ 
da t Grace teacheth Men to live ſoberly, 
ap- ighteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
es Worq, Grace faves good Men from 
din in this preſent World. 

We read of an Angel that appear'd 
to Joſeph, ſaying, Fear not to lake unto 
hee Mary thy Wife, for that which is 
onceived in her, is of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
ſe ſhall bring forth a Son, and thou 
halt call his Name Jzsus, for he ſhall 
ave his People from their Sins. 
Nothing defaceth the Image of God 
n Man but Sin, nor can any thing re- 
over that Image again, but our being 
laved from Sin. | 
| The Mortification of Sin brings Men 
0 their Beginning: The more humble, 
ow!y, meek and merciful any Man is, 
the more he reſembles his Maker; the 
more patient, peaceable, juſt, upright 
and faithful any Man be found, the 
more conformable he is to the Life 
and Nature of Chriſt. | 

Paul told the Epheſians, that they 
were /aved by Grace; and what were 
they ſaved from, but from the Power - 
of Sin and Satan? And where was this. 
Grace but in their own Hearts? Before 
| they 


and 
many ſuch graceleſs Ones would be ap- 
parentiy found, were not Wickedacis 
limited by an outward Law. 
Were we, as [rae] once was, with- 
Out a King ; or as the Inhabitants of 
Lai, who had no Magiſtrate in the 


until they become quite graceleſs; 


Land, to put them to Shame for ny 
Thing; we ſhould find many who brar 
the Chriſtian Name to be of the Devil's 


Nature, working all manner of Wick- 


erineſs, And fo it highly concerns all 
who have the Appearances of Grace, 
from the Rebukes thereof to learn 
Rightcoufneſs, that it may grow in 
them, and be their Guide : For no- 
thing but Grace, and Obcdience unto 
Righteouſneſs, makes any of us differ 
from the t of Men in vile Actions; 
for as all Righteouſneſs proceeds from 
a Fulneſs of Grace, ſo the Aboundings 


of Wickedneis is through a Deprivation 


of Grace. 


Queſt, 4. Nhat Manner of Salvation | 


doth the Grace of God bring ? 
Anſw. As the Appearances of Grace 
are Rebukes for Sin, ſo the Salvation 
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that Grace brings, is a ſaving jrom Sin. 


it 


It Grace teacheth Men to live ſobe rly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
World, Grace ſaves good Men from 
Sin in this preſent World. 

We read of an Angel that appear'd 
to Joſeph, ſaying, Far not to take unto 
thee Mary thy Wife, for that which is 
eonceived in her, is of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
ſe ſhall bring " forth a Son, and thou 
ſhalt call his Name Jzs8us, for he ſhall 
ave his People from their Sins. 

Nothing defaceth the Image of God 
in Man but Sin, nor can any thing re- 
cover that Image again, but our being 
ſaved from Sin. 


1ne Mortification of Sin brings Men 
to their Beginning: The more humble, 
lowly, meek and merciful any Man is, 
the more he refembles his Maker ; the 
more patient, peaceable, juſt, upright 


and faithful any Man be found, the 


more conformable he is to the Life 
and Nature of Chriſt. 

Paul told the Epheſians, that they 
were ſaved by Grace; and what were 
they ſaved from, but from the Power - 
of Sin and Satan? And where was this 
Grace but in cheir own Hearts? Before 

| they 


2M | v2 ] 

they came (through turning from their 
Iniquities) to have Grace in their Hearts, 
they walked, as Thouſands now do, 
according to the Courſe of the World, 
not denying, but fulfilling the Deſires of 
their Minds; and all ſuch are, as they 
then were, without Chri, without Light, 
without Life, without the Senſe or Feel 
ing of any thing in them that was ol 
God; Aliens from the Government of 


they came te bs auickned 
by Chriſt, and to have in their own 
Hearts his good Spirit, and to be led 
theteby, they were ſaved from Sin, they 
came to have new Natures, and fo to be 
new Creatures; and then they were no 
longer Strangers to Chriſt's Govern- 


ment by a Law in themſelves, but 


Subjects to Righteouſneſs, Citizens with 
Saints, and of God's Family. To which 
bleſſed State we might all come, did we 
but embrace the Gift of God for our 


Salvation, and give ourſelves up to be 
taught 


- 


J 


„ 5 
taught and guided thereby; which 
would be our Wiſdom, ſince nothing 


elſe can ſubdue Satan, ſave from Sin, 
Japd enable us to live ſoberly, righte- 


ouſly and godly in this preſent World. 
Saving from Sin, on this Side the 
Grave, may to ſuch as are Strangers 
to God's Salvation, ſeem an incredible 
Thing; but were they ſo well acquaint- 
ed with the Power of Grace, as too 
many are with the Strength of Sin, they 
would ſay, Chriſt's Yoke was eaſy. 
Hath it not been the Saying of many 
ungodly Men, That they would amend 
their Lives, if they had but Power ; 
Where any Heart, through a Perſe- 
verance in Sin, comes to be filled with 
Unrighteoufneſs, Sin and Satan hath 
ſuch Power over the Faculties of their 


Souls, that they cannot reſiſt evil Mo- 
tions and Temptations, but mult yield 
thereunto, and ſuffer themſelves to be 


led away thereby, though they know it 
is to evil Practices. 


And if Sin hath ſuch Dominion over 


ungodly Men, why may nor Grace have 
as much Dominion over godly Men? 
Surely good Foſeph found ſuch a Power 
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in his Soul, 
do this Evil, and Sin againſt God. 

Grace being a divine Inſpiration, 
commands the Hearts of all good Men, 
and the Heart being the chief Garrifon 
of the Soul, commands every Member 
of the Body, holding them in with Bit 
and Bridle. 

The Ear of a gracious Man is /þut 
from hearkening to Fables and evil 
Reports; his Eye is turned aſide from 
gazing upon Vanity; his Tongue is not 
ſuffer to Curſe, Swear, Lye, or to be 
employed in any idle Communication 


the Hand is limited from taking of 


Bribes to pervert Juſtice, and from 
taking by Violence, or otherwile, any 
Thing that is not our own; the Feet 
are reſtrained from going with the 
Drunkard to Exceſs, or with a lewd 
Woman to the Chamber of Wanton- 
neſs, or with rude Perſons to Rioting, 
Revelling, or any other rude Exerciſe. 


And by this Dominion that Grace comes 


to have over us, the Lord ſaves his 
People from their Sins. And as we Jive 


in Subjection to this Power, we are Ser: 


vants to another Prince; Sin and Satan 
have 


when he ſaid, How can! 


os 1 
have ws their Dominion over vs: And 
this is God's Salvation; by this we 
come to- live ſoberly, righteoully, and | 
godly in this preſent World, | 

. 5. Who did the Apoſtle mean 
5 He ſaid, Teaching us; was it the 

Vorld in general, or only ſome Parti- 
BE, : 

Anſw, Chriſt was given as a Light 
to the Gentiles, to which as they became 
obedient, he was allo their Leader out 
of all Ungodlinels, and they came to 
live under the Government of his eternal 
Spirit in their own Hearts; for ſuch 
only the Lord owns for his People, and 
none but fuch can call him Lord in 
Truth. 

Grace appears unto ail Men; ever 
one that is born into the World hath a 
Light in his Soul, that ſhews him the 
Motions of Sin, and rebukes him when 
and as oft as 5 yields thereunto. 

All Righteouſneſs is learned out of 
the Book of the Law, when it comes 
to be written in our Hearts; but that 
Law being the Law of the Spirit of 
Lite te, we muſt be quien by Chriſt, 

nd 
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3 
and have the Spirit of Life, before we 
can learn from that Law. | 
Our Anceſtors made it their Concern 
to teach Youth good Manners, as Tem- 


perance, Moderation, Chaſtity, civil 


Behaviour, to be dutiful to Parents, to 
ſpew Reſpect to their Elders, to be cir- 
cumſpect in their Communication, i 
to hear, /ow to ſpeak, to anſwer with 
Meekneſs and Gravity, to be rue to 
their Truſt, faithful in their Promiſes, 
Juſt in their Dealings, keeping to their 
Word in all Things, that their Word 
might be taken in all Caſes without 
Doubt or Scruple ; every one to know 
their Place and abide therein. | 
Now as we turn from Ungodlineſs to 


Sobriety, we bring forth all theſe Fruits 
in our Lives; for Grace teacheth all 
this, and much more: But ſince we 
find ſo few thus qualified, we may cer- 


tainly conclude, that tho* Grace appears 
unto all, all are not obedient thereto. 


Queſt. 6. We muſt confeſs that"we have | 


known inward Rebukes for Sin; we have 
been check'd, reprov'd, and convicted in 
ourſelves after we have. done amiſs ; but 
we have not found any Thing in and o 

| ourſelves, 


EE 

murſe;ves, when ſtrong Motions and Tempt- 
lions have arijen in our Minds, lo re- 
train us with bit and Bridle from doing 
amiſs , and to deny Ungodlineſs and Yortdly 
Lujts in our own Strength, ſeems too hard 
for any Mortal; eſpecially when any 
lwaly Sin hath got the Dominion over Us © 

hat can we do in ſuch a Caſe £ 
Anſw, Could Man in his own Strength 
deliver his Soul from under the Power 
of Sin and Satan, return unto God, and 
lead a ſober, righteous, godly Life in 
this preſent World, there would have 
been no Need of a Redeemer, no Occa- 
lon for a Saviour, no Ule of a guicken- 
ing Spirit to give Life to our Souls, no 
Neceſſity of God's writing his Lad in 
our Hearts, for a Rule to guide our 
Steps by, no Want of a Ligbt in our 
Souls to few us where the Devil ſpreads 
his Net, caſts his Bait, lays his Gin, and 
diſplays his falſe Colours; but Man can 
no more deliver his Soul from the Power 
Not Sin and Satan without the Help of the 
Lord, than Iſrael, when they were in 
Egypt, could go free from the Servitude 
of Pharaoh without his Help ; therefore 
Grace appears unto all Men for their Aid. 
Eng E And 


And though the Appearance of Grace 

ſeem but ſmall Aid to ſet our Souls 
free from the Servitude of Sin and Satan, 
and to conduct us in the Way of Life 
and Salvation, till we come to the End 
of our Race, to live under Chriſt's Go- 
vernment: It is not ſmaller than JVael's 
Aid was, to bring them from under the 
Servitude of Pharaoh, and conduct them 
to the promiſed Land. 

IJſrael's Aid was but two aged Men, 
the younger of them being about Eighty 
Years old, having no Weapon but a 
Rod in one of their Hands; yet by 
this ſmall Means, God being with them, 
they brought from under the Power 
and Servitude of Pharaoh ſix Hundred 
Thouſand Men, beſides Women and 
Children; and Grace being a divine In- 
ſpiration, is Aid enough to bring fix 
Hundred Thouſand Millions from under 
the Servitude of Sin and Power of 
Satan, did Men but confide therein, 


and give themſelves up to be guided 


thereby. 

' Inward Rebukes, if we have Regard 
thereunto, begets a Fear in Men, as the 
Making of the Rod doth in Children ; 


and 


ling 
N 


kigh 
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and as the Fear of the Lord i 1s the Begin- 


ning of Wiſdom, ſo it is the Beginning of 
Reformation of our Lives. 

It I am check'd in myſelf for making 
: Lye, and have Regard to that whicn 
Wcheck*d me, I ſhall be afraid of waking 


enot her; or if I find in myſelf Rebukes 


For not keeping my Promiſe, or for do- 
Ing any thing amiſs, and have Regard 
Jo ſuch Rebukes, I ſhall be afraid to 
Io the like, leſt the next Rebukes be 
Harper; and as this holy Fear abides 
in us, we come to deny Ungodlinels, 
nd in denying Ungodlineſs we learn 
Righteouſneſs : : But ſuch as find in 
hemſelves Rebukes for Sin, and have 
do Regard thereunto, are like unto 
Children that carry Horn- books at their 
vides, and learn nothing therein; they 
ire no Scholars in the School of Grace. 
We have read, that Reproofs of In- 


ruction are the Way to Life, and many © 


good Men may be found at this Day, 
Who Will acknowledge, that they had 
ever come to a WL” of Righteouſnels, 
ad they not had Reproots of Inftruc- 
on from their own Hearts, by which 
ney came to deny Unrightcouineſs. 


For 
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For where Rebukes for Sin are received x 
in Love, the Lord doth not leave ſuch b, 
Souls, but follows them therewitb; I th 
and the more Vices we ſubdue, the p. 
more in the Light of the Lord ſhall| th 
we ſee, and the more Power ſhall wel of 
receive from him to overcome them. 

If one Plague will not make Pharao P, 
willing to let [rac/ go, he ſhall have on 
another, and another, until he be wil-F „, 
ling; and if one Rebuke will not make Bu 
us willing to part with a beloved Sin, p, 
we ſhali have another, yea Trouble andy ug 
Terror. J po 

Paul knew Terror before he came to ſho 
find Peace with God, and Peace in his of 


own Conſcience; he was acquainte ; Par 
with 7udgment, before he came to obtaing hig 
Victory; nothing hath Power to bread} - 
the Bonds of Captivity, and ſet us fred I. 


from the Law of Sin and Death, buy put 
the Law of the Spirit of Life in out 
own Hearts. | 

I JfraePs main Enemies were not ſub 
dued as ſoon as they came out of £Zg77'q 


| Onc 
but when they came into the promilec 0 
Land; neither is the Body of Sin mad 1 I 


weak as ſoon as we turn from Unrigiteg 
. ouſneſs 


duſneſs, but when we come into the 
Life of Righteouſneſs, to have Grace 
before our Faces, as Zo/bua was before 
their Faces; for Sin cannot ſtand in the 
Face of Righteouſneſs, no more than 
1 the Canaanites could ſtand in the Face 
of Joſhua. 

And it any lordly Sin hath got 
Dominion over us, I ſhall not ſay as 
one formerly ſaid, Fight not with great 
nor ſmall, but with the King of Iſrael : 
hut rather, when violent Motions ariſe, 
and ſtill, and the Lord will fight for 
Jus; for as our Hearts come to be 
polleſs'd with Grace, if the Enemy 
ſhould come in as a Flood, the Spirit 
of the Lord being in our inward 
80 wil! lift up a Standard againſt 
im. 

The Lord's Controverſy is not, as 
Men vainly imagine, againſt the Sinner, 
but againſt the Autbor of Sin; his Ap- 
pearances are all in Love to ſave the 
Sinner, and by his Judgments to weak- 
en the Strength of Sin: For Man 
once freed from Sin, is as willing to 
lead a righteous Life, as any ungodly 
Man can be to lead a wicked Life, and 
more 


——— 


„ 
more Joy he hath, though the Wor! 


cannot lee it. 

Queſt. 7. bat may truly and pro perl 
be called a ſober, righteous, godly Life! 

Anſw. A ſober Life, many may | 

ſome Meaſure be acquainted with, bu 
a righteous, godly Lite, is rarely con 
| ſidered. 
Devotion, which conſiſts in hearing 
of Sermons, reading of good Books, per 
forming of Family Duties, &c. hath fot 
many Ages been accounted Godline|; 
and the Practitioners thereof, rig hteor 
People. 

Theſe Things are not to be diſcom 
mended, where they are done in Sir 
terity; but theſe are not the /rye Cha 
- rater of Righteouſneſs and Godlineſs. 
T his and much more might be found 
amongſt the Seribes and Phariſees, y. 
Jeſus told his Diſciples, that except the 
Righteouſneſs exceeded the Righteouſnt 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, they couli 
in no wiſe enter into the Kingdom of God. 

And who is there amongſt us, tha 
are called Chriſtians, but one Day | 
ſeven will be in the Exerci/e of ſomething 
that is called God/zneſs, tho? they ba 
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not learned to deny Ungodlinefs; and 
ſuch as have not learned to deny 
godlineſs, are far from ſuch a righteous, 
godly Life, as the Grace of our Lord 


Un- 


Tejus Chriſt teacheth all its Followers. 
One Way to know what is righteous 
and godly, is to confider what is un- 
rightzous and ungodly, for the one is 
oppolite to the other as Ligbi to Dark- 
10% And theſe that follow, moſt will 
acknowledge to be unrighteous and 


ungodly, viz. 


Drunkenneſs, Fhoredom, Theſt, Envy, 
Hatred, Bloodjhed, Swearing, Curſing, 
Lying, Extortion, Fraud, Double-dealing, 
Taie-bearing, and Whiſpering, which is 
the Seed of Strife; all theſe Things are 
unrighteous, and Pride above many 
Evils moſt ungodly. * 

Theſe are not Fruits proceeding from 
the good Spirit of God, but from the 
evil Spirit of this World; not Iſſues of 
Life, but Streams that flow from a cor- 
rupt Spring; theſe come not from the 
Teaching of Grace in our Hearts, but 
from evii Motions that ariſe in our 
Minds; theſe make Men Sinners before 
ong as we live in 


the Lord; and as 
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the Practice of any of them, we ſhali 
not be righteons ip his Sight: Thoſe 


that brought forth Fruits of this Kind, 


have in all Ages in the World been 
teſtified againſt as unrighteous and un- 

godly Livers. Theſe are Infirmities 
of the Soul, that Millions of Money 
have been given to Pho ſficians to cure, 
but behold Health hath not been by 
them reſtored. Theſe are Weeds that 
Thouſands have been hired to pluck up, 
but to this Day have not made clean 
Gardens, nor never will by all the Art 
they have, for Chriſt is the Phyſician of 
Souls, none can take away the Sins of 
the World, but him alone. 

W hoſoever thinks to attain to a righ- 
teous, godly Life, but by the Teachings 
of Grace in his own Heart, deceiveth 


his own Soul. 


Men may lop; or hinder the Growth 
of many Branches of Iniquity that ap- 
pear outwardly, but cannot take away 


the Cauſe which is within; and until the 


Cauſe is removed, © rl can be no 


thorough Cure. 


As Grace hath a Spring, ſo lnity 
hath a Root, and the Axe that ſmites 
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at this Root is in Chriſt's Hands; and 
what is the Axe, but the Law of the 


Spirit of Life, a Law of Righteouſnels 


in our inward Parts? This wrought a 


perfect Cure in Paul, this made him a 


free Man, a good Man, and a Preacher; 
and that which cured Paul, and ſet him 
tree from the Power of. Sin, hath a 
Sufficiency in it to ſet all Men free 
therefrom. 

Walk in the Spirit, ſaid Paul, and ye 
ſhall not fulfil the Luſts of the Fleſh. ; that 
is the only Remedy, that is the Soul- 


healing Salve; and what is this walking 


in the Spirit, but following the Leadings 
of Grace in our own Hearts ? For 
Grace, as it comes to have the Rule 


over us, brings down. all exalted: 


Thoughts, abaleth Pride, ſhurs our 


Covetouſneſs, gives no Place unto: 


Wrath, reduceth us to a cool, quiet 
Frame of Spirit, in which Frame we 


can bear and ſuffer. Grace will not 
ſuffer us to. do any unjuſt. Thing, nor 


allow us to ſpeak an ill Word, "much 
leſs to be drunk, commit ihoredons. 
ſteal, or any ſuch abominable Vices; 
for it is the promiſed Spirit of Truth 


E 5 that. 
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that leads into all Truth, leads out of all 
Error, and ſo brings Salvation indeed. 

No Man can lead a righteous Lite, 
till a right Spirit comes to have the 
whole Poſſeflion of his Heart; for 
from the good Treaſures of the Heart 
proceed all good Living ; for that is 
the Guide, and this Guide being a di- 


vine Nature, makes us to be neaven]y- 


minded. 

Nothing exceeds the Righteouſneſs of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, but the Righ- 
teouſneſs that proceeds from a 7:ght 
Spirit in our own Hearts; for that 1s 
not our own Righteouſneſs, but the 
Righteonſneſs of Chriſt. | 

As Murder, Adultery, Theft, which 
are ſome of the worſt of Evils, proceed 
out of the Heart, whilſt the evil Spirit 
of this World hath the Poſſeſſion there- 
of; ſo good Will to all Men, which is a 
principal Virtue, proceeds out of the 
Heart, when the good Spirit of God 
comes to make its Abode there; but 
this Abode is not known ull by deny- 
ing Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, 
the Spirit of this World is denied, and 
thereby the Heart cleanſed ; then, and 
| not 
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in his unlimited Love to Mie 


good Will to all, i not wrong any, 


righteous, godly Man; ſuch are con- 


and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


not till then, ean we come to know the 
Lord our Righteouſneſs. | 

He. that is reduced to ſuch a Qualifi- 
cation as to have good Will to all Men, 
is of all Men moſt godly; for as God, 


cauſeth his Sun lo ſhine on the Evil and 
on the Good, and his Rain to deſcend on the i 
Juſt and on the Unjuſt; fo he that hath | 


oppreſs any, ſhew Violence to any, or 
ſpeak Evil of any, but be ready t 
ſerve all Men in Love and Faithfaleſs ; 
and this is a true Character of a ſober, 
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verted indeed, and become as a weaned 
Child, and are entered that Kingdom 
that conſiſts in Rightevulneſs, Peace 
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And ſince this Reformation is only 
and alone by the Grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, give me leave to ſay, with 
the Prophet, Ho, every one that thirſtetb, 
come ye to the Water and drink; every 
one that hath a Deſire in his Soul after 
Righteouſneſs, turn in to the Grace of 
God in your own Hearts, The Water 
that the Prophet invited all thirſty 
Souls 
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Souls unto, is no other than that which 
Chriſt giveth, which whoſoever drink- 


eth thereof, thirſteth no more, but hath 
(as many at this Day can witneſs) a Well 
in himſelf, not only iſſuing, but flow- 
up to eternal Life. 

The Grace of God is a free Gift, 


without Money and without Price ; 


nothing is required on Man's Part, bur 


to kear ken thereunto, and take Counſe! 
theretrom ; Hear, ſaid the Prophet, 
and your Souls foall live. 

Alam hearkening to evil Motions died 
unto Righteouſneſs, and ſo do all un- 


godly Men! but he that hearkens to 


the Voice of Grace, lives unto Righte- 
ouſneſs, and from the Flowings of that 
Spring that he hath in himſelf, leads a 
ſober, righteous, godly Life in this 
preſent World. 

Hearing and Reading at the beſt, 
tend to inſtruct us in what we ought to 


do, but Godlineſs is doing what Grace 


teacheth ; and all ſuch Doings are right 
and good. 
Quelt. 8. Were not the Scriptures 


eoritten for our Learning, and are not 


be) a ſufficient Rule of © 


Anſcu. 
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Anſw, The Scriptures are a Rule 
but who can walk by that Rule, unleſs 
he be inſpired with the good Spirit of 
God ? 
The Houſe of Jacob had only ten- 
Commands written on Tables of Stone, 
but many other Statutes and Judgments,. 
proceeding from a righteous Judge, 
written in their Books, and not only 
read, but alſo expounded unto them 
every Sabbath-day, that they might 
walk in righteous Paths; but though: 
they had: the Words of God in their 
Buoks, many had not the Fear of God in- 
their Hearts, and ſo they thought they: 
had a great Zeal for an outward Wop. 
ſhip and Form of Devotion, yer were 
ungodly in Life and Converſation, 
And what ſhall I ſay of us who are 
called Chriſtians ? We have the Words: 
of God, and the Words of Chriſt, the 
Words of the Prophets, and the Words 
of the Apoſtles in our Books, we have 
large Rules of Righteouſneſs, but do 
we guide our Steps by our Rule? Or 
can we? | | 
The Chriſtians: Rule of Righteouſ- 
neſs is Chriſt's Direction; let us who 
fay 


ſay the Scripture is our Rule, examine 


our Abl'ities to walk by our Rule: 
Are we Lights to the World ? Do our 

ood Works glorify God, or ſhame 
our Chriſtian Profeſſion? Are we lo far 
from committing Adultery, that we 
have not ſo much as a luſtful Thought? 
Are we ſo far guided by the Truth, that 
every Word that proceeds out of our 
Mouths by Way of Promiſe, is ſure 


and ſtedfaſt? Can we refrain from | 
ſmiting when we are ſmilten? Can we 
give our Cloak 1o him that ſues us at the | 
Law, and wrongfully takes away our | 
Coat? Can we love our Enemies ? Can 


we bleſs them that curſe us? Can we do 


Good to them that hate us? Can we pray | 


for them that deſpitefully uſe us? Can we 


depend on God's Providence, without | 


taking Care what we ſhall eat, or what 


awe ſhall drink? Can we do unto all | 


Men in all Things whatſoever, as we 
wwould that they ſhould do unto us? This 


is Chriſt's Yoke; can we bow our | 
Hearts and Minds thereunto? This is | 


Chriſt's Burthen, and can we bear it? 
He ſaid, his Yoke was eaſy, and bis 
Burthen light ; but if theſe Things are 

Rt too 


E 
too hard, and too heavy a Burthen to 
us, it is becauſe we have not his Grace 
and his Spirit; we have a Chriſtian 
Name, but are not in the Chriſtian 
Nature; we have a Rule, but have 
not Power to walk by our Rule; and 
then what good does our Rule do us? 

If ever we think to walk by Scrip- 
ture Rules, if ever we intend to kee 
our Lord's Command, and if we would 
lead a righteous, godly Life in this 
preſent World, we mult turn in to the 
Grace of God in our own Hearts, for 
that gives us Power to keep to our 
Rule. | 

It was for want of Grace, that the 
Seed of Abraham could not keep Maſes's 
Commands; it is for want of Grace,, 
that Chriſtians do not keep Chriſt's 
Commands ; he lays no other Burden 
on us than what he bore himſelf; the 
Fulneſs of Grace that dwelt in him, 
made all theſe Things eaſy to him; and 
as we grow in Grace, till we come to 
be filled therewith, they will be eaſy 
unto us; Grace mortifies Sin, and where 
Sin is mortified, nothing is eaſier than 
to lead a righteous Life. 

Obj. 


102 
Obj But ſome may ſay, our Depen- 
dance for Life and Salvation is not on 
Works of Righteouſneſs, but on Faith; 
we believe, and therefore hope to be ſaved. 
Anſw. I know that is molt Men's 
Dependance, and Faith we all think we 
have; but is it a Faith that purifes the 
Heart, and makes our Bodies fit Tem- 
ples for the holy Gholt ? 
Paul put the Corinthians on an Exa- 
mination of themſelves, on a Trial and 


Proof of their Faith; and it would not | 
be amiſs, if all that account themſelves | 


Believers, did prove their Faith by the 
ſame Touchſtone ; Know ye not, ſaid 


Paul, that Chriji is in you, except ou 


be Reprobates. 
Was Chriſt in the Corinthians, and is 
he not in all Men that turn from 


Ungodlineſs, and come to have their ; 


Hearts purified? 

How can we know the only true 
God, if we do not behold his Preſence ? 
How can we know our Saviour, if he be 
not in us, to ſave us from our ſpiritual 


Enemies, as Joſbua was in the Camp of | 


Tirael, to ſave them from their outward 
ies! ? And this is Life eternal, not 
. only 
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only to hear of a God and a Saviour, 
but to know him, to feel the Power of 
God, and to be Witneſſes of Chriſt's 
Satvation:: ; theſe are Believers, and true 
Believers, for their Eyes have ſeen what 
they believe. 

Faith and Works of Righteouſneſs 
go together, he that hath the one hath 
both, and Grace is the Spring from 
whence both proceed ; the Reprobate, 
the Ungodly, the Graceleſs, have nei- 
ther. 

Queſt. 9. If inward and ſpiritual 
Grace be ſufficient 4% teach us our Duty 
towards God and Man, and to eſtabliſh 
us in Righteouſneſs; wherefore was there: 
an outward Miniſtry, and io what End 
were Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, 
J Paſtors and Teachers, given io the 
q Church ? 

T Anſw. Paul (as he cold King Agrip- 
Pa) was made a Miniſter and a Wit- 
nels; he was a Witneſs of the powerful 
Operation of Grace in his own Soul, 
and fo could tell others what it could 
do for them. : 

In the State of Degeneration all Men 

are Strang rs to Grace, they know not 
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the Lord; and the Work of the Mi. 
niſtry is to open the Underſtandings of 
all ſuch, and to turn them to this hea- 
venly Teacher, ſince nothing elſe can 
enable us to lead a ſober, righteous, 
godly Life in this preſent World, 
And as ſome were ordained to plant, 
ſo others were given to water, that no 
young Plant might wither before they 
came to be rooted and grounded. 

We find, that in the primitive Times 
home declined from what they had at- 
tained to, for that they kept not with 
their Guide; and with ſuch Paul was 
forced to travail in Birth again: For as 
Plants are not grounded as ſoon as they 
are planted, ſo Men are not eſtabliſhed 
in Righteouſneſs as ſoon as they are 
turned from Unrighteoufneſs ; and ſuch 
as were ſtrong, were to watch over the 
Weak, and lend them a helping Hand 
in their Travels, until they all came in 
the Unity of the Spirit to be per/e# 
Men ; and then there is no more Need 
of Man's Help; and we are all perfect 
Men, when a rigbt Spirit comes to have 
the whole Government in us. 


105 
But who are fit to plant and walter? 
| No ungodly Man, for ſuch have not 
the Spirit of Feſus, ſuch know not the 
Way of God's Salvation themſelves, 
and fo cannot direct others thereto, 


nor lend them a Hand therein; but 


ſuch as are, what Paul after his Con- 
verſion was, not only a Miniſter, but 
a Witneſs of what he teſtified ; or ſuch 
as have travelled in the Way of God's 
Salvation themſelves, and are come 
through the Teachings of Grace to 
that Strength and Perfection, as to 
deny Ungodlineſs and worldy Luſts, and 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly and godiv in 
this preſent World, 
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A Trial of Chriſtianity, from the 
Life and Nature of CHRIST, and 
true Chriſtians: With a Deſcrip- 
tion of true Godlineſs, and the 
Way by which we may conform our 
Lives thereunto, 


ANY Profeſſors of cui 
in our preſent Age conclu. 
. Godlineſs conſiſteth © in 8 
Keading, Praying, Praiſing, &c. vu. 5 
are all good Exerciſes (if rightly 7 
formed) and may be called CY gn 
Duties, for that all true Chrition. are 
required, and by the good Spirit of God 
in their own Hearts, often ſtirred up to 
Perform en. 

Howbeir, the Performance of theſe 
and ſuch like Things alone, is no certain 
Proof of Godlineſs; Chriſtianity cannot 
be known thereby, for as there was a 
more excellent Righteouſneſs than what 
Was found in the zealous Phari/ees, ſo 


* 
ti 
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there is a more excellent Godlineſs than 
what appears in moſt profeſſed Chri/- 
tians. 

For Hearing, Reading, Praying, Praiſ— 
ing, with other Exerciſes of that Na- 
ture, may be imitated ; the Ungodly, 
as wel] as the Godly, the Formalilt, as 
well as the Sincere, may be found i 
the Practice of ſuch Things; but 1 
Godlineſs cannot be imitated, being the 
natural Effects of the Rule and Govern- 
ment of a right Spirit, and may be truly 
called the ///ues of Life, which none can 
bring forth, but ſuch who are Coriftians 
indeed. 

True Godlineſs is ſupernatural, and ſo 
above the Reach of Adam's Off-ſpring, 
who whilſt they continue in the Fall, 
are Servants to Sin; we muſt be re- 
duced to a god-like Nature before we 
can bring forth a godly Convertation : 
Grapes cannot be expected from Thorns, 
nor Figs of Thiftles, the Tree muſt be 
made good before the Fruit can be 
good, a righteous Life is the natural 
Effects of a right Spirit; our Lights 
cannot ſhine torth before Men, unti] 


we are enlightened with the Light of 
Chriſt ; 


108 


Chriſt ; without a true Converſion, 


there can be no true Converſation ; 
tor all Men in the Nature of fallen 
Adam, being ungod-like, unti] we are 
railed by Chriſt the ſecond Adam, we 
cannot live god-like. 

The Life and Nature of Chriſt, all 
true Chriſtians who have the Spirit of 
Chriſt, may find in themſeives; and 
others may have ſome Senſe thereof by 
reading and well conſidering the Con- 
tents of the fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh 
Chapters of Matthew, where it is 
laid, that Jes ſceing the Mullitude, 
Went up into a Mountain, and when be 
was ſet, his Diſciples came unto him, and 
he opened his Mouth and taught them ; 
and what he taught his Diſciples then, 
he teacheth all true Chriſtians now; for 
though he aſcended, the holy Spirit that 
dwelt in him deſcended, and did then, 
doth now, and to the End of the World 
will tabernacle with all the Lord's Re- 


deemed, to be their Teacher; and as 


many as walk after this Spirit are taught 
of Chriſt, and walk in his Foot-ſteps : 
For as no Vine beareth one Kind of 
Grape, and the Branches another, ſo 
every 


V , 5 > Wi LOW. \ ISSN. * OL Ip on OE ES 7 ACE 
ELSE SEES. EEC CIC Ee Sa ĩ YE. D 
n 3 „ 2 
8 8 . 558 
8 ES "As! N 
8 
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every Member of Chriſt anſwereth the 


Life of Chriſt in their Converſations, 


they are naturally humble, lowly, 
meek, merciful, patient, peaceable, 
juſt, upright, hone and faithful: A 
Ctriftian is not known by his Words or 
| his Devotion, but by bis Works, his Na- 
ture, his Life, and his Converſalion. 

I ſhall not inſiſt on all Particulars 
contained in the fore-mentioned Chap- 
ters, but chiefly on the five following 
Exhortations or Commands of our 
Lord; the leaſt of which, for a true 
Trial of Chriſtianity, is more to be ob- 
ſerved than that Command, Luke xx11. 
19. This do in Remembrance of ine; for 
that the Proud as well as the Humble, 
the Cruel as well as the Merciful, the 
Fraudulent as well as the Juſt, the Un- 
godly as well as the Godly, can con- 
torm to the one, but cannot conform 
to the other. 

The true Trial of Chriſtianity is, to 
be found in the Life and Natare of 
Chriſt ; if the Spirit of Chriſt hath the 
Rule in us, theſe following Fruits will 
oe brought forth by us. 
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1. In all our Communication, our 
a will be Da, and our Nay, Nay, the 
Word that goeth out of our Lins will 


be ſure, | 
He that is a Chriſtian indeed hath no 


Neceſſity in himſelf, nor need to be 
urged by others, to bind his Soul with 


an Oath to perform his Word, for the 


Law of the Spirit of Life in our own 
Hearts conſtrains us ſo to do. 

Chriſtians in their Cmanicarions 
weigh their Words, before they utter 
chem, with their Capacities to perform 
them, knowing that a Promiſe cannot 
be broken without violating the righ- 
teous Law of God in their own Hearts, 
and whenever ſuch Violence is done, 
Terror en/ues ; and this makes good 
Men, who live under the Government 
of Chriſt, dread much more to hreak 
their Words, - than others do to forfeit 
their Bonds; and this holy Dread makes 
our 77a to be Tea, and our Nay to be 
Nay ; this makes us cautious in our 
Promiſes, and careful in our Perform- 
ances ; the Exhortation may be read in 
Scripture, but the binding Tie muſt 


be known in our own Hearts: : All that 
have 
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| have the Scripture have this Rule, but 
unleſs we have a Principle of Life in 
! ourſelves, we cannot walk by this 
| Rule; and we mult not only have ſuch 
a Principle, but we mult alſo improve 
it by a continued Practice, before it 
comes to be our Life, our Center, and 
our Nature ; till then we may fay, 
| theſe Things we ſhould do; but cannot 
ſay, theſe Things we do; and fo witneſs 
| againſt ourſelves, that though we have 
the Scriptures, we walk not according 
to the Scriptures 3 though we have the 
Words of Chriſt, we are nat in the Life 
and Nature of Chriſt : Our Ta is not 
Yea, and our Nay, Nay, in our Com- 
munication 3 our Words and our Pro- 
miſes are not ſtedfaſt and ſure. 
) Swearing in the Communication of 
Chriftians is ſuperguous, for where Truth 
rules in the Heart, there cannot be 
Falſhodd in the Lips: Prove a profeſſed 
Chriſtian by this Rule, meaſure him by 
this Line, weigh him in this Balance, 
If his Zea be Zea, and his Nay, Nay, 
| in all his Communication : If he be a 
| Man of his Word at all Times: If his 
Performances be one with his Promiſes. 
2 „ he 


he abides in the Doctrine of Chriſt; 
and this is an evident Demonſt ration 
that he is a Chriſtian indeed. But if theſe 
Performances are wanting, though we 
have a Chriſtian Name, we are not in 
the Cbriſtian Nature; for as I ſaid be- 
fore, what Manner of Grape the. Vine 
beareth, the Branches thereof, if they 
: continue in the Vine, bear the ſame. 

The ſecond Exhortation or Command 
of our Lord was this, Reſiſt not Evil; 
and this was not only bis Doctrine, but 
his Life and Nature, as we may plenti- 
fully read in Scripture ; though he met 
with Revilings, Reproaches, Buffet ings, 
and cruel Uſage, we do not find chat 
he was once moved thereby, much leſs 
that ever he re/i/ted, but gave his Face 
to the Smiter, and his Cheeks to them 
that plucked off the Hair; and when 
he was led as a Lamb to the Slaughter, 
be was as a Sheep dumb before the Sbearer, 
be opened not his Mouth, fo much as to 
lay, What have I done? Or, Why is it 
thus © 

Now the Fruits of the Spirit in 

Head and Members, Captain and Fol- 
lowers, Chriſt and Chriſtians, are one in 
| Nature: ; 


Nature ; for as Chriſt was humble, 
jowly, meek, patient, peaceable, under 
all his. Sufferings, ſo are Chriſtians, if 


Chriſtians indeed ; they render not Evil 


tor Evil, they defire not an Eye for an 
Eye, nor a Tooth for a Tooth; Re— 
venge of any Kind is far from them; 
| but as Patience and Forbearance was 
the Life and Nature of Chriſt, ſo it is 


the Life and Nature of all Chriſtians, as 


they grow in Grace, and come to the 
Fulneſs-of the Stature of Chriſt. 
And by this alſo, Profeſſors of Chr:/- 


lianily may prove themſelves, whether 


they are Chriſtians indeed, for it is the 


Deed that manifeſteth all Things, for 
bad Men way have good Words: 
Forms may be imitated, but the Pa- 
tience, the Meekneſs and Forbearance, 
that dwelt in Chriſt, and may be found 
in all true Chriſtians, cannot be imitated. 
If any Vice hath got head in us, make 
what Profeſſion we will, the Fruit of 
| that Vice will be brought forty by us; 
we ſhall be proud, we ſhall be covet- 
ous, we ſhall be envious : If we are 
reviled, we ſhall revile ; if we are 
| ſmitten, we ſhall ſmite ; if we are ſued 


al 


N 
oy, 


at the Law cauſeleſs)y, we ſhall ſue; 


whilſt it is ſo, we are in the Worlds 
Nature, their Spirit hath the Rule over 
and not the lowly, meek, Lamb- 
like Spirit of JESUS. 

The third Exhortation or Command 
of Chriſt, was this, Love your Enemies, 


bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them | 


that hate you, and pray for them who 


deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you. 


This alſo was not only the Doctrine, 
but the Life and Nature of Chriſt ; and 
as it is the Life and Nature of Chriſt, ſo 
it is the Life and Nature of Chri/tians, 
who are throughly leavened with the 
Spirit of Chriſt, 

No Man having the Spirit of eus, 


and living under the Government there- } 
of, can bate the Perſon of any Man, 
for that by Creation we are all the 
Workmanſhip of God's Hands; and, 
all true Chriſtians know, that Enmity, | 
Hatred, Curſing, Spight and Perſecution, | 


proceed not from Men or Women as 


they are the Lord's Creation, but as 


they have loſt his Image, and thereby 


become emptied of Good, and filled 


with all Evil; for as an evil 3 
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comes to have the Rule over us, evil 


others, whether we were Converts or 
not, whether the Spirit of Chriſt, or 


| our Lives (eſpecially in Times of Trial) 


| tures come to be changed, we cannot 


| againſt chem, as they have againſt us; 


[ ng]. 


Fruits will be brought forth by us. 

Could we. but ſee ourſelves, did we 
but obſerve our own Natures, with the 
Fruits we bring forth in our Lives, we 
might eaſily judge of ourſelves and 


the Spirit of this World had the Rule 
in us, and over us; for the Courſe of 


declares who are led by the meek Spirit 
of Jeſus, and who are not; who are 
| leavened with the Leaven of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and who are not; who lead 
a ſober, upright, godly Life, and 
who do not; for it is not our Words, 
but our Converſation that manifeſts what 
| oy hath the Rule in us, and over us. 
For until by Converſion, our Na- 


love Enemies, having as much Enmity 


we cannot bleſs them, we cannot pray 
| for them, we ſhall be forward to do 
them Hurt, but far from Going them 


Good. 


Come 
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Come Profeſſors of Cbriſtianity, Tay 


aſide your Forms that you have long © 
contended about; meaſure yourſelves Þ © 

by this Line, try yourſelves by this 
Touch-ſtone ; are you reduced to ſuch Þ © 

2 Frame of Spirit as to love your Ene- | * 

mies, bleſs them that curſe you, do Good | ! 

to them that bate you, and pray for them f 

E that deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute vous? | 
2 This is a true Character of Chriſtianity, | © 
| this declares us to be Chriſtians indeed. 1 
=_ But if our Natures are averſe to 0 
theſe Things, let our Profeſſion be * 
what it will, we bear not the Image | © 
of God, we are not the Children of our t 
heavenly Father, for he maketh his Sun : 

to riſe on the Evil and on the Good, and | 
ſendetb Rain on the Juſt and Unjuſt; 8 
and were we but truly converted, were | © 
our Natures throughly changed, our ſt 
Lives would be conformable, we ſhould } u 
be Chriſtians indeed. 4 
A fourth Branch of the Life, Nature h 
and Doctrine of Chriſt, was manifeſted : 


in theſe Words, Take no Thought what 
ye ſhall eat, what ye ſhall drink, nor vel k 
or your Body what ye ſhall put on; but 
fel ve firſt the Kingdom of God, and his * 
Righteouſne{s. 
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And what is this Kingdom that all 
true Chriſtians ſhould firſt ſeek? Ir 
cannot be any Thing above our Reach, 
it muſt be that Kingdom that Jeſus 
compared to a loſt Picce of Silver; it 
mult be an Acquaintance with that Spi- 
rit, and the Government thereof, that 
from the Beginning the great God 
placed in the Hearts of Men, to be 
our Inſtructor in Paths of Righteouſ- 
neſs; which Spirit alone.tor ſome Time 
dwelr in the firſt Adam, bur was more 
abundantly manifeſted in Chriſt the ſe- 
cond Adam; and ſo called in Scripture 
the Spirit of Cbriſt; for that it always 
dwelt in him, and was not only his 
Life, but the Life that he gives to all 
true Believers, for their Ranſom from 
under the Power of Sin and Satan, and 
ſo neceſſary to be firſt ſought ; for 
unci] an humble, lowly, meek, Lamb- 
like Spirit be raiſed in us, and come to 
have the Rule over us, we know not 
the Lord, nor cannot depend on his 
Providence ; for the Rule and Go- 
vernment of this Spirit reduceth every 
Member to an excellent Qualification, 
and as many as are taught thereby, 


F 4 learn. 


learn therefrom in all Eſtates 10 be ; 


content. 


This was the Life and Nature of 
Chriſt ; Though Foxes have Holes, and 
tbe Birds of the Air Neſts, but the Son of | 


Man bad not where to lay his Head, 
yet was he content, his Thoughts run 


not out on Things pertaining to the 1 


Body; it was Meat and Drink unto 
him to do his Father's Will, and to 
finiſh the Work that he was ſent to do, 
a Work that none before him ever did, 
namely, the fulfilling of all Righteoul- 
neſs, by doing the Thing that was 
right in the whole Courſe of his Life, 
as a Preſident to all his Followers. 


And as many as have found the King- | 
dom of God and his Righteouſneſs, and 
are come to live under the Rule and F 
Government of a right Spirit, have the 


Mind of Chriſt ; though they live in 
the World, their Thoughts run not out 
after the World, a true Chri/tian Con- 


verſation is to be diligent in our Call- 
ings, moderate in our Expences, and con- 


tent with our Eſtates; whoſoever is 
reduced to a State of Temperance and 
Moderation, rakes but lictle Thought 
what 
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what they ſhall eat, or what they ball 
drink, or wherewithal they ſhall be 
cloathed ; they delight in Juſtice, Equi- 
ty, Truth and Faithfulneſs, and their 
Thoughts are exerciſed therein, and 
reſting on God's Providence, their honeſt 

Endeavour is attended with a Bleſſing. 
And here Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
may alſo prove themſelves; this is a 
true meaſuring Line, a Path that no 
Man can tread, but ſuch as have the 
Spirit of Jeſus ; all ungodly Men ſeek 
the World firſt, I may ſay firſ# and 
laſt, the Riches of the World, the 
Honour of the World, the Pleaſures of 
the World, and the Praiſe of the World, 
What they ſhall eat, or what they ſhall 
drink to pleaſe their Appetites, what 
they ſhall put on to be accounted great 
in the World, and to have the Prehe- 
minence above and before their Fellow- 
Creatures; their Thoughts run far 
more, how they ſhall be conformable to 
the Faſhions of the World, than how 
they ſhall be conformable to the Life, 
Nature, and Doctrine of Chriſt; which 
is more Heathen-like than Chriftian-like, 
1 F 5 ad. 
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and not affected by the moſt Part with- 
out much Diſhoneſty. 

This is the natural State of the Sons 
and Daughters of Men, whilſt they 
continue in a State of Degeneracy, 
Aliens to the Common wealth of 1/rael, 
and Strangers to that Covenant of Pro- 


miſe that the Lord made with the 


Houſe of Jacob; and to a better State 
none can come, but by ſeeking and 
finding the Kingdom of God ard his 
Righteouſneſs, or the Rule and Go- 
vernment of Chriſt by his eternal] Spirit 
in our own Hearts; there the Seed is 
ſown, there the Leaven is laid, there 


the Pearl of great Price is found, but 


not without digging deep; for whilſt 


Vice is uppermoſt, Virtue is lowermoſt , 


wimlft Sin reigns, the Power of Grace 
is not felt; the bringing down of the 
one, is the Exaltation of the other; 
there muſt be a Death unto Sin, be- 
fore there can be a new Birth unto 
Righreouſneſs, and there muſt be a 
new Birth unto Righteouſneſs, and a 
Growth in Righteouſneſs, before we can 


center in that Content, as to take no 
ge what we ſhall eat, what we ſhall 


drink; 


* 


„„ food) am am © 


| — 0 


„ 


„ 
drink, or wherewithal wwe ſhall be cloatbed. 
And ſo it is every Man's principal Con- 
cern, firſt, to ſeek the Kingdom of 
God, and his Righteouſneſs ; "firſt, to 
know the Rule and Government of a 
right Spirit in ourſelves; for this qua- 
lifies us, and makes us capable of lead- 
ing a Chriſtian Life, and of perform- 
ing Chriſtian Duties both to God. and: 
Maa. 

The fifth and laſt Branch of the Life, 
Nature and Doctrine of Chriſt, that L. 
ſhall here inſiſt upon, is this, All Things: 
whatſorver ye would that: Men ſhould do 


unto you, do ye even ſo unto them,. for 


that is the Law. and the Prophets; for 


this is that the righteous Lord God re- 


quired from his People in all Ages. 
This Doing is accounted by. many 


zealous Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, in our 
reſent Age, a moral Righteouineſs, and 


ſo but a ſmall Part, or rather 20 Part 


of: true Godlineſs; but rightly con- 
ſidered, all actual Righteouſneſs (if it: 
proceed from a right Spirit) is in itſelf 
the true Righteouſneſs of Faith; and that 
moral, or of no Authority, which is 
performed from a carnal Mind, in Imi-- 

1 tation 
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tation of good Men's Practices, but 
out of their Life and Nature; for if 
the Tree be known by its Fruits, Fruit 
manifeſteth the Nature of the Tree. It 
our God be, as certainly he is, righte- | 
ous in all his Ways, and juſt in all his 
Works, no People on the Face of the 
Earth are more God-like, none bear 
his Image more exact, than ſuch whoſe 
Converſations are wpright, honeſt and 
juſt ; and nothing can be more juſt, 
than to do unto others in all Things, 
whatſoever we would that they ſhould do 
unto US © 

This is the excellent Righteouſneſs, 
this exceeds not only the Righteouſneſs 
of the Seribes and Phariſees, but the 
Righteouſneſs of moſt Profeſſors of *. 
Chriſtianity; for hereby we walk in 
Chriſt's Footſteps, we fulfil both the 
Law and the Prophets. 

Moſes, from an Admiration of the 
Juſtice and Equity that the Lord re- 
quired from the Sons and Daughters of 
Men, under the Adminiſtration of the 
Law, uttered theſe Words, What Na- 
tion is there ſo great, who hath Statutes 
and Judgments ſo righteous, as 9 
aa Ju 
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| Law that 1 ſet before you : And doth 
the Law of the Spirit of Life require 
| leſs Righteouſneſs from Chriſtians, than 
that outward Law did from the Jews © 
I tell you nay, but rather more, for 
that more Power 1s given to all true 
Chriſtians to perform Acts of Nenn 
ouſneſs. 

Were the Underſtandings of all who 
are called Chriſtians, enlighten'd to ſee 
themſelves as they are, or had they but 
Hearts to prove themſelves by this 
Chriſtian Rule, meaſure themſelves b 
this rail Line, weigh themſelves in 
this equal Balance, the following Sorts 
of Men and Women, with many others, 
would no more paſs for true Chriſtians: 
in God's Account, than clipt and coun- 


terfeit Money, when it came to the: 


Balance, did in Men's Accounts. 
As Firſt, All ſuch who in Suits of 


Law, by perverting Juſtice, or other 
ſubtle Contrivances, poſſeſs themſelves 


of Houſes, Lands, or Goods, that they 
had no Right unto, 
Secondly, All ſuch who by violent 


robbing, or private ſtealing, take that 


which 1s not their own, 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, All ſuch who detain the 
Wages of the Hireling, or grind on the 
Neceſſities of the Poor, by beating 
down the Value of their Labour till. © 
they cannot live thereby, N 
Fourtbly, All ſuch . in Trade or 
Dealing uſe light Weights, ſhort Mea- | 
2 we. or any other kind of Deceivable- 
| Fifubly, All ſuch who caſt their Bur- 
thens on other Mens en, and 8⁰ 
tree themſelves. 
| Sixibly, All ſuch as either give or 
| take Bribes to effect Things that are 
| not right. 

Seventhly, All ſuch who take Wages. 
to ſerve Lord or Maſter, and are not 
faithful to their Truſt, 

Eighthly, All ſuch as make Contracts, 
and perform not the ſame; or engage 
themſelves by Promiſes, and have no 
Regard to their Word. 3 

Ninthly, All ſuch who by evil R- - 
ports, Whiſperings, or Backbitings, ( 
ſow the ſeeds of Strife, create Prejudice, 1 

| 
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or quench Charity. 
None of thoſe abide in the Doctrine 
of. Chriſt, none of theſe do as they 
would: 
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would be done unto; though they bear- 
a Chriſtian Name, they are Strangers 
to a Chriſtian Life, they live not under 
Chriſt's Government, they are nor: 
ſwayed by a Scepter of Righteouſneſs, 
and ſo are not God-like. 


Godlineſ3 and Chriſtianity bea r but one- 


Image, and if we would know the- 


Nature of Godlineſ5, let us conſider the 


Nature of Ungodlineſs. All ſober Men: 
will grant that the Proud, the Cove-- 
tous, the Envious, the Fraudulent, the- 
Extortioner, the Swearer, the Lyer, 


Sc. are ungodly, and well they may, 


for where any ſuch Vice gets head, 
little of the Image of God appears ;. 
and if ſuch Things make Men Ungod- 
like, the contrary, which is Humi- 
lity, Meekneſs, Moderation, Sobriety, 
Truth, Equity, and Faithfulneſs, muſt: 
needs make us Godly. 

To become Ungodly is an eaſy: 
Thing, for if our Backs are turned on: 
God, we have nothing in our Eye but 


the World and Vanities thereof, pro- 


miſing us ſuch Contents, that little elſe 
is minded, 


But 
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But the great Difficulty is to become 


Godly again; though Thouſands are 


employed therein, little Shew doth 
appear; for in the Eyes of degenerated 
Men, there is no Lovelineſs in that 
Path, and therefore the great Query is, 
By what Way may the Proud become 
humble, the Wild become ſober, the 


Covetous become content, the Fraudu- 


lent become juſt, the Intemperate be- 
come moderate, the Incontinent become 
chaſte, the Unfaithful become faithful ? 

I know many will ſay, by hearing 
good Miniſters, reading good Books, 
and conferring with good Men. Bur 
theſe Things have been tried, and that 
for ſeveral] Years by many, yet no ſuch 
Change hath been wrought thereby. 

If Advice, Exhortation, or Counſe], 
would effect this great Work, we need 
not go any farther than the heaven] 
Sayings of Chriſt, in the aforeſaid fifth, 
ſixth, and ſeventh Chapters of Mat- 
thew ; for if we could hear all the Mi— 
niſters in the World, read all the good 
Books in the World, and confer with 
all the good Men in the World, we 


could not have better Advice, Counſel, 
| and 
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and Exhortations, than is contained in 
thoſe three Chapters. 

By hearing good Miniſters, reading 
good Books, and conferring with good 
Men, we may be convicted, but not 
thoroughly converted: For as Virtue 


hath a Spring, ſo Vice hath a Root that 


Words will not reach. The Strength 
of Sin is the Growth of that Seed that 


the wicked One hath ſown in the inward 


Parts of the Sons and Daughters of 
Men; and foraſmuch as the Cauſe is 
within, it is impoſſible it ſhould be 
wholly removed by Things without; 
but as the Cauſe is within, lo the Cure 
muſt be within, by mortifying the Body 
of Sin, or bringing down the Strength 
thereof, which is thus effected. 

There is no unrighteous Thing done, 
but there is an inward Motion before 


there is any outward Action, and by 


that Light which enlighteneth every 
Man that cometh into the World (if 
our Eyes are inward) we may ſee thoſe 
Motions; and the Way to mortify the 
Body of Sin is, to deny and turn from 
every ſuch Motion in the Riſing thereof, 
and ſo to cruſh the Cockatrice in the 
. | Shell; 
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Shell ; for in their Riſing they are 
weak and powerleſs, and may be eaſily 
turned back. 

And if we do not ſuppreſs Vice in 
the Riſings thereof, it will continue our 


Lord ; but by every ſuch Denial, we 


bring down that which would ariſe and 
reign in us, and over us; whether it be 
Pride, Covetouſneſs, Envy, Fal ſhood, 
or any other Vice whatever; for the 
more Denials are given to Vice, the 
fewer Aſſaults it will make; the ſtrong- 
er the Oppoſition, the weaker the At- 
tempt: As yielding gives Vice Ground 


to grow from a Seed to a Body, Den:als 


bring it down from a Body to a Seed; 

fo that though ſomething thereof ny 
abide in us, it doth not reign Over us, 
but is in Subjection to the Scepter of 


nge or Rule of a right: Spirit. 


The Axe is never laid to the Root of 


the Tree, till a Reformation begins 


within; the Life of Righteouſneſs ſtands 


in the Mortification of Stn, which is. 


an inward Work. The Spirit of this 
World muſt be brought down, before 


the Spirit of the Lord can be exalted: 
in us: But as a right Spirit comes to 
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reign, we have as many Motives to 
Acts of Righteouſneſs, as ever we had 
to Acts of Unrighteouſpeſs; and as we 
give ourſelves in Obedience thereunto, 
Grace grows in us, and we grow in 
Grace: It is a Change in Government 


that changeth our Natures, and makes 


us to become new Creatures. 

By this we come to have the Bleſſing 
as well as the Birth- right; for the Bleſ- 
ling is not to the exalted Mind, but to 
the Poor in Spirit, to the Merciful, to 
the pure in Heart, who hunger and 
thirſt, not after Riches and Honour, 
but after Righteouſneſs; and all that 
hunger and thirſt after it, will endeavour 
to ſatisfy their Souls with an Increaſe 
of ic, 

Now a Talent is not improved by 
lying hid in a Napkin; it we would 
have more Grace, we muſt exerciſe the 


Meaſure we have attained unto 3 we 
muſt live in the continual Practice of- 


right Things ; we muſt keep in Lowli- 


neſs, Meekneſs, Temperance, Patience, 


and other Virtues z we muſt be juſt in 


our Dealings, as well in the ſmalleſt 
Concern, as ſuch as are more weigbty 3. 
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for a ſmall Matter turns the Balance, 


and if that. ſmall Matter be wanting, 
Things are not juſt, we do not even as 


we would be done by. 


And this juſt Dealing (as Righteouſ- 
neſs comes to reign) will be no hard 
Thing, for as we accuſtom ourſelves 
thereunto, it will be uppermoſt ; it 
will be as a diligent Handmaid, ready 
to offer her Service: And every Act 
of Righteouſneſs performed from the 
Motives of a right Spirit, hath its im- 
mediate Reward ; which is not only an 
Anſwer of Peace, but Joy in che Holy 
Ghoſt. 

The Way of Life is the Way of 
Pleaſantneſs, all her Paths are Peace; 
nothing makes it to ſeem difficult, but 
the Averſeneſs of our Natures {when | 
once corrupted) thereunto; but as our 
Natures come to be changed, we ſhall 
from a ſenfible Experience ſay with 
David, Thy Commandments are — 
broad. 

I cannot recommend myſelf, nor any 
other, after we are awakened unto 
Righteouſneſs, to any better Way for 
the Reforming of our Lives, than to 


turn 
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turn in our Eye to the Gift of God in 
ourſelves ; that by his Candle we may 
ſee the Riſing of Vice, and ſo to deny 
it; that the contray, which is Grace 
and Truth, may riſe and reign in us; for 
that is our Help, that is our Strength, 
and that 1s our Defence. 

Words, whether retain'd in our Me- 


mories, or written in our Books, are 


but weak Inſtruments for this Work, 
becauſe the old Man muſt be put off, 
which is an inward Work; and how 
is a forry Gueſt put off, or a Man that 

urgeth for that we are not willing to 
grant, but by denying him, and turning 
from him? 

Should we enter into Reaſoning with 
any Motions of Sin, *tis much if we 
are not overcome thereby, for that it is 
the Nature of Sin, not to turn back at 
a ſmall Denial, efpecially if it be a Sin 
that hath prevailed over us before; but 
in turning therefrom we give it the 
Re pulſe, if it be not hearkened unto, it 
goes back. 


And as the old Man is put off, the 


new Man is put on ; as Vice 1s denied, 


Virtue 1 is embraced: And this new Man 


makes 
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makes us new Creatures; that which 


1s created after God, renews in us the 
Image of God, and bearing that Image 
in ines md Righteouſneſs, our Con- 
verſations will declare us to be Chriſ- 


titans indeed. 


But if this old Man with his Deeds 
of Darkneſs, be not put off, the new 
Man, that is created after God s Image 
in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, will 
not be put on; and though we have 
been awakened unto Righteouſneſs, we 
ſhall fall aſlzep again, ſome in one 
Form and ſome in another, feeding on 
Words without any Senſe of Power or 
Life; and this ſecond Sleep appears to 
be a dead Sleep; for that tho? we may 
hear much ſpoken againſt Pride, Covet- 


ouſneſs, Envy, Sc. we are not as much 
as touched therewith, but live in the open 


Shew thereof. 
Did the Sons and Daughters of Men, 


who are called Chriſtians, make it their 
Concern to be Chriſtians indeed, by 


mortify ing in ourſelves the Spirit of this 


World, which is the Original of all 


Der, we ſhould be not only a bappy, 


er a Bens EVI for by mortifying 
the 
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the Body of Sin, Oppreffion would 
ceaſe, all Wrongs and Injuries would 
determine and be at an End 3 Love 
would ſpring both to God and Map, 
Grgce would grow, Humility, Meck- 


nets, Moderation, and all other Virtues 


would ſhew themſelves ; we ſhould be 
another manner of People in our Con- 
verſations ; our Words and our Works 
would be juſt, upright, and honeſt 

we ſhould confide in one another with- 
out any Scruple or Doubt: What is 
more lovely than to be at all Times, 
and on all Occaſions, juſt, upright, 


honeſt, and faithful, doing to all Men 


in all Things whatſoever, even as we 


would that they ſhould do unto us? A 
living under the Rule and Government 
of a right Spirit, qualifies us, and makes 


us capable of performing every Chriſtian 


Duty: We ſhall love the Lord our God 
with all our Hearts, and our Neighbours 
as ourſelves ; which is the Sum of all 


Godlineſs, and the true Character of 


Chriſtianity. 24 0⁰ 62 
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